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Praise for the book

This is a book of considerable theoretical acuity, courage and
scholarship, which shows how Important it is to view the nation
as a modern construct, contrary to all the claims currently in
vogue. Nationalism is both cultural and political, and can refer to 1
movement, doctrine, ideology, sentiment or identity, either singly or
in combination. All of these aspects are given deep and thoughtful
interrogation. This makes the book a very important study that helps
us better understand the rise and spread of authoritarian nationalisms
and how to join the struggle to make India, and the world, more
inclusive, humane and just.
Achin Vanaik,
Retired Professor of International Relations and
Global Politics, University of Delhi

This important and timely book provides a critical account of the
often tortuous relationship between the nation and its citizens. The
author deploys his wide-ranging and granular scholarship of the
recent history of the Indian republic, to illuminate the urgent needs
of the future. This is a book that needs to be widely read.

Sanjay Kak,
Documentary Filmmaker and Writer
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‘It is difficult to precisely date, though the

signs perhaps start emerging from about the
second decade of the millennium. That is when
the optimism about a shrinking world, where
nations would get ever more closely integrated
in values and material interests, begins to
evaporate. In its place comes a growing sense of
disenchantment, variously expressed. There were
growing animosities between nations and rapidly
polarizing emotions within them. Nationalist
observances, once a place for the comfortable
affirmation of a sense of mutual belonging,
began to acquire a new stridency, an insistence
on enforced uniformity. On the other side, was
growing anxiety that the nation had not quite

delivered on its promises to citizens.
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