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Taiwanese guavas changed my life

"Taiwanese guavas changed my life". These were the words of Mr Kapil, who has recently
turned his profession to farming. Since 13 November 2019, Mr Kapil shifted his gears
from being a cash officer to working on his own farm. Mr. Kapil had to quit his job during
the COVID-19 pandemic. He is a resident of Shahjadpur, a village near the Sonipat city of
the state of Haryana. Upon asked to move to a state in the west of India far away from his
village. He has come back later and become a true entrepreneur, you will agree to me on
this by the time you reach this article's end. His curious mind tried to look for different
approaches to farming. The usual practice for the local farmers was to grow wheat or rice,
which is the staple in the region. Such crops require a large quantity of water, which is
hard to access in the long summer season. The summer here begins from early March to
late June. In my experience, the temperature here begins to touch 47-49 degrees
centigrade from late April till early June.

The experimental mind of Mr. Kapil made him reach out to a Biotech company in the
state of Punjab for the supply of Taiwanese Guava tree samplings. As per him, such a
plant cost him about 160 INR/tree (60.61 NTD at the current August 2022 price). Having
one acre of land for his dream project, Mr. Kapil ordered 550 trees for his farm. The
biotech company got them delivered with the assurance of 2 years of on-site training and
marking the progress of his trees.

Mr. Kapil has a great varieties of Taiwanese guava. They are Pink, Red, White,
Strawberry, Apple, and Pear. He proudly said that the strawberry and apple varieties are
always in high demand from his farm. His relatives and friends must book in advance to
get such exotic guavas.

Mr. Kapil shared that his first harvest of Taiwanese guavas occurred within 8months of
planting the trees; it gave him a business of about 55,000 INR (20,853.77 NTD). The next
crop led him to get more than 100,000 INR (37,915.95 NTD). Since then, he has not
considered returning to do his previous job.

From the beginning, Mr. Kapil had ensured that his farm would be organic, involving no
synthetic fertilizers. His vision, as he shared, is "to be 100% organic and self-sustaining".
True to his words, Mr. Kapil runs his farm's electricity through a solar-powered
connection. Through the solar, he has run two refrigerators, one cooler, and other
essential equipment on his farm. He has also used a mix-crop cultivation style where
marigold flowers have been growing to ward off the fruit flies that come for the guava
fruits.
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Innovatively, Mr. Kapil has been growing peaches, gooseberries, lemon, and mint also in
his farm. He is also recently trying his hands with beekeeping on the farm and planning to
expand on it. Growing a variety of plants gives him multiple advantages. Such as flowers
attract bees and other insects to the farm. And it helps him to get some additional income
by selling the honey and the honey wax.

For the manure, Mr. Kapil uses the leftover sugarcane husk once it gets used up for its
sweet juice. Again, Mr. Kapil never stops giving surprises due to his visionary mind. As
the area where he is located is hot in nature, naturally, people prefer to have something
cold. The usual trend is to add ice cubes to the sugarcane juice for the drink. It is where
Mr. Kapil thought differently and instead used a refrigerator customarily used to keep ice
cream to store his freshly cut sugarcane from his farm. Again, I want to stress that the
fridge runs on solar energy. The customers get a nice cold, freshly squeezed sugarcane
juice to quench their thirst in the hot weather.

To set up his farm, get organic manure and some machinery, Mr. Kapil has applied for
financial support from the government. Due to the Taiwanese guavas, he grew, Mr. Kapil
is a local celebrity in his village. He has been featured in various local newspapers due to
his introduction of the Taiwanese guavas and organic farming approach. He is also
thrilled to have received multiple awards from the government for consulting for other
farmers to set up their own farm growing Taiwanese guavas.

He has requested me to humbly share this with Taiwanese that, he is thankful for what
Taiwan got him indirectly and it has changed his life. He would like say, “Thank you,
Taiwan”.
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Manoj Kumar Panigrahi, Ph.D. (Manu) is currently an Assistant
Professor and Director of Centre for Northeast Asian Studies at
Jindal School of International Affairs, O.P. Jindal Global
University, India. He is also a Non-Residential Fellow at Taiwan
NextGen Foundation, Taipei. He got his Ph.D. from the Asia-
Pacific Studies program at National Chengchi University in
Taipei. He calls himself a “Brownie.” His first visit to Taiwan was
in 2015 as an exchange student. He teaches about Taiwan
history, politics, culture, Cross-Strait relations, and East Asian Politics. He is a recipient
of Taiwan’s Ministry of Education Scholarship (2016-2020). He has a passion for sharing
Indian culture and has been invited to above 100 schools across Taiwan, amounting to
more than 300 lectures so far. He proudly claims he has built his own “101”. Through his
experiences, he aims to work in the education sector and firmly believes that there is a
vast scope of nurturing students in the rural schools of Taiwan. He enjoys eating local
cuisine, including the scariest food for foreigners, “stinky tofu,” except for the century egg.
He tweets at @Manukumaar.
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