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It is heartening to note that a group of leading

scientists from the UK and US have called for

more investigation to determine the origin of the

Covid pandemic in order to mitigate the risks of

future outbreaks of this type. This is a rational

view but there is also the other view also — call it

political or what you will — that this was

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/cultural-inputs/will-china-be-given-a-clean-chit/

1/9


https://toi.in/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/author/jagdish-batra/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/author/jagdish-batra/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuokxDrtfh003w28jDBn8FaY9KM7ZJPxWmzfdrrdBOVqYQw1QuYq5ABKe4tViTuKEKjusPGBixPcfIR-jUj2DBEbK6tPzIqbdpz7aijWPA4uL4XwQWp5MV_kfilzTfhT1QP1ckqJtRqKEl4ueAcaaMJpV6_RWW1qcQFtxJJmKnwsrR6yK36KE5NCHFEIoXAdutOcM2a7eW0NzOdi-gZJ3BEmJv9uxAy-RC9an0WcHX1LdlnfA8CDk0n2VkNpUewUIUSDEdOTgz56NsaNWmusH96Y89w_ENHaNmv7jkPaQekt4cxcdPYKgFaYMnGB6rAL15ZwybFpbFEXbXOTbUbpkxKKk2hFKuFN0p_XXyf6f2wgw&sai=AMfl-YTyL7nbvHyMnfgP-sQ7NoSvTQgzZ0kfV5sOhzfPhqrYccjlMZW7RnJ6a9llqDjUvTj_ngz4zxe-nfz4t60OjvpHi0gArp2BJ5X2EdCOvwjN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOa7beFPIdhiEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCZoqNFcWfYJnXDJGZrQHhrJjwDKnhyt5i3c2FzNUNiYfox9ckEAEg7YL4H2DlgoCArA7IAQmpAlrvDwi4TE0-qAMBqgSCAk_Q8bgRydx2OqEQYMvpkPGu6ClC101EtpM0upgV9KZPjl7MxX1LEOauaUXi0mZ8tXvS7jGv6qW7IqkuzqhWF4jrIlnFf8lSeSPYP2mtCsMsLq0hJJZTc8gUYY5KbVrtD4fwmNoh7yQ-3gkOMM53y6jLvDcaNcmvNxrMi0WNK6LQW8Pc9QL7GGAt9hdXU3ivdFB_MpqKjlQkzIck2Px9qNhQaD1rHzh15v-io_Bj8EkQFxUA0jVMDiMnTGLTYI9Tl3t8thfsmwF3l7KHQ8xmd8h6EpVt7DjzFpZ-lm31nTux1MWHNYv3r0aUD8-MUDy4MItytxhXRi0998eRLUtmZoVFG8AErYu59sAD4AQDkAYBoAZNgAfhxoq2AYgHAZAHAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfs1RuoB-6WsQKoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBggAEAIYHYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbATudDBC9ATANgTA9gUAdAVAYAXAQ%26ae%3D1%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAMSeQClSFh3OL8YnLusPGLFZPjPss_f2GuEbetDH6KOW4zi_HGVZEQzdzlq6Ors4WLHHQrdjUn0xpnENR23xmtS03BGH2NB_PH5C79yPSq29L-VauhwFX90WAbEyDQu_r-bhgaFKEOqNEz3RRCR-JIJjIH7jrn5blPkVGU%26sig%3DAOD64_2ZVpQLCUVqRP-mt7BpTKtd3EoCcQ%26dbm_c%3DAKAmf-D9Hrxi-SPS5_sHeIK50WPt7ftbb-3guLD6ozN0N8JTy7hcUKg1XmkCsupWqAH4wFQZZD7RqKESK4hcgEEDZWmDHvK0CWriUkBzWm7eoJed1S8pAhFbxKMoe05zxBuwswtyKVTS3wxSX4bstsi-pcZP36cseA%26dbm_d%3DAKAmf-ClAg5AYQFq1AWJ6zzEL4jyjB_o9Lx1DDPR0SVfgxhPpvOo6z69ZWArvTAYpRBgG5e3U79GRtcVyaS7gsWf36kqq_-1pye6RE73Oym3PKOmah-n6AX4Ewmrq7MaGdRlJS8M_CWq6BKwhhsa60-26vm29OCZQH4N6Q_pgkFDEDVzK_xHTCwLxI4LOvxB6KqXZlwLi6k1kULJUfBBSyUBN4ETkWQXIw%26adurl%3Dhttps://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4322.160430TOI/B25800547.303470483;dc_trk_aid=496447762;dc_trk_cid=151140990;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=
https://www.facebook.com/TimesofIndia
https://twitter.com/timesofindia
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
https://www.youtube.com/user/TimesOfIndiaChannel
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/times-views/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/times-evoke
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/city/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/india/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/world/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/entertainment/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/sports/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/spirituality-2/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/business/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/world/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/author/jagdish-batra/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/cultural-inputs/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/world/

5/15/2021

University, India. He has
nearly four decades of
teaching and research e
.. MORE

Will China be given a clean chit?
intentionally done by China and there are
sufficient proofs to believe it. The problem is that
these were not seriously taken up by the powers
that be. The recent revelations in the British and
Australian press quoting secret US reports about
the culpability of China have mercifully raked up
the controversy. It is reported that the People’s
Liberation (!) Army of China had as far back as
2015 suggested to authorities that the use of a
variant of the SARS virus as a bio-weapon could
lead to the collapse of the medical system in the

enemy country.

More than hitting the health system of enemy
countries, the deeper designh must have been to
weaken the economies of competitors and other
countries and create scope for Chinese goods
and influence in keeping with its expansionist
designs. The spread of the virus from Wuhan was
ruthlessly controlled by the Chinese government
within China. We saw on television, videos of
policemen dragging people out of cars on the
roads and welding doors shut of residents — all
because the authorities there knew well, even
though it was something novel for the world,

about the deadly potential of the pandemic once
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. : — InArajit Hazra
it started spreading. There are other indicators . _
Red Herring

too, like when Australia blamed China for the
spread of this virus, it seemed to have touched

the raw nerve resulting in an overblown reaction Saswato R Das

from China in the form of a trade war which is TOI Edit Page

still on. We also have the testimony of the

Chinese whistleblower scientist Meng Li who was Devi Shetty
working in Wuhan and who had to flee China to TOI Edit Page

save her skin. Her recordings went viral but were

surprisingly not taken up at the official level by ADVERTISEMENT

any western government. Recently, she
published along with the Australian journalist
Sharri Markson a book What Really Happened in

Wuhan on this theme.

Even the addition by China of the ‘pandemic

force majeure’ clause to the $200 billion trade

deal that it signed with the US on Jan. 15, 2020,

was interpreted to mean that it saw the

pandemic coming. The WHO's sheepish

admission sometime after its team returned

from China that China did not part with all the TOP EDITORIALS

relevant information is another indicator of 1 Vaccinate the parents, quickly: The third

Covid wave will attack children. Here's

something fishy there. While Donald Trump was )
how we must prepare for it

severely cross with China, Pres. Biden does not

evince that attitude. Recently, the Biden 2 IsIndia’s second wave Corona crisis
engineered?
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Will China be given a clean chit?
administration replaced China's status from ‘a
danger’ to ‘a competitor’ and the Biden-Xi talks
had no mention of the pandemic. It is surprising
to see how the sentiments have changed. The

point is should China be allowed to go scot-free?

In August last year, there was talk of asking China
for reparations from some politicians in America.
The popular German tabloid Bild joined this
attack by drawing up an itemised invoice for Euro
149 billion taking into account the losses suffered
by tourism, entertainment and travel industries
as also small businesses. Add people's health and
life and the amount would multiply beyond
imagination. The German government, however,
is now spearheading the repairing of trade ties
and China is counting on it to curry favour with

the EU countries.

The legal opinion about dragging China to ICJ is
said to be that the delay in relaying news about
the spread of the virus and discontinuing
immediately trade and traffic does not provide
sufficient ground. Maybe so, but the use of the
virus as a bio-weapon is akin to creating a state of
war. Eminent Western economist Danielle

DiMartino Booth has reportedly called it ‘an act of
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war' and commented that China is held
accountable for the global pandemic along with
WHO for its deference to China. The intentional
spread of the Covid19 virus is a crime against
humanity. The bio-weapon is deadlier than the
atom bomb because the range of a bomb is still
limited, so whether it was the bombing of
Hiroshima or the Chernobyl accident, the area of
impact was limited. But this virus has gripped the

entire world.

By the end of last month, some three million
people worldwide had died due to it. Countless
people have lost their children, parents, siblings,
friends, etc. Is there no concern for the
innumerable children orphaned, women
widowed, aged people left without support? We
are all reeling under the second wave while the
dire forecast of a third wave stares in the face. The
surprising fact is that all that talk of holding the
guilty to an account that started last year has not
come to proper closure. It should be a collective
move by all major powers to gather proofs and
take action. If trials could be held to punish those
guilty of unleashing World War I, the present

tragedy is no less than that in magnitude. The
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only catch lies in that it is the victors who judge
the vanquished in realpolitik. Who will be the

judge remains to be seen.
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