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Singapore plans to plant 1 million trees by 2030, in a bid to boost biodiversity. It is predicted that
around 90% of the mangroves in Singapore have been lost. As a small city-state, the nation has
been in a long predicament torn between urban development and protecting nature. The expansion
of the nation has led to a reduction in the number of mangroves. Singapore is looking to reverse this
loss by an ambitious reforestation campaign. The Government has also announced the launch of
the new Sungei Buloh Park Network in the northern portion of the nation. This 990-acre park is
home to many flora and fauna, including migratory species. 

In a Facebook post, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said that “we need to ensure a Singapore for
our future generations. All of us have to work together, and make Singapore a bright green spark for
the world.” Launched on March 4, 2020, the One Million Trees project involves the restoration of
both inland and mangrove forests. To date through the One Million Trees project a total
of 217,597 trees have been planted across Singapore!

It is estimated that nearly 13,000 trees could be removed in the next 15 years due to transport and
housing projects; however, the Government has stated that for every tree removed they will replant
another. By the time One Million Trees officially wraps up in 2030, a goal is for all Singaporean
households to be just a 10-minute walk from a park.

The greening of the nation could also hopefully mitigate the “heat island” effect created by the
nations’ numerous pavement and skyscrapers that absorb and radiate solar radiation and increase
the temperature of the nation. The increase in the number of trees can lead up to a
considerable decrease in temperature. NParks Conservation Group director Adrian
Loo said that “they [trees] serve as natural air filters, they reflect radiant heat and cool surfaces and
[provide] ambient temperatures through shade and evapotranspiration; and help to mitigate the
urban heat island effect and climate change.“

The community is the key to the success of this movement by the One Million Trees project. Deputy
Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat said that “I hope the Green Plan will catalyze a broader national
movement to take action to secure a sustainable future for Singapore. With each of us playing our
part, I have every confidence that we will be able to build a more vibrant and greener home for
future generations.”

Harsh Mahaseth is an Assistant Lecturer at Jindal Global Law School, and a Research Analyst at
the Nehginpao Kipgen Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Jindal School of International Affairs,
O.P. Jindal Global University. He is currently a Fellow at Kathmandu Tribune. 
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With the surge in COVID-19 cases worldwide, countries relying
on tourism faced a huge economic hit. While the Ministry of...

Bhutanese Diaspora says –No Award
to Dago Tshering
by Sandip Gyawali ) JULY 2, 2021 , 0

"Dago Tshering - a perpetrator of heinous crime shouldn't get
any honors." Stating this, the Global Bhutanese Campaign
Coordination Committee...

The Fear of Testing and COVID
Vaccinations in Indian Villages
by Harsh Mahaseth ) JUNE 30, 2021 , 0

The pandemic has affected a huge population in India's huge
poverty-stricken rural hinterland, while the country's recent viral
outbreak eases...
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Watch
by Sandip Gyawali ) JUNE 26, 2021 , 0

The evolution of the LGBTQ community in television has been
groundbreaking these days. People thought being different
was a crime...
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Another Cause for Concern in Nepal?
by Harsh Mahaseth ) JUNE 22, 2021 , 0

Heavy rainfall since the 15th of June has caused flooding and
landslides in many parts of Nepal. According to Government...
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PRADESH AFTER EASED
RESTRICTIONS: STATE
GOVERNMENT ISSUES NEW
TRAVEL ADVISORY AND
INCREASES SECURITY
by Harsh Mahaseth ) JUNE 18, 2021 , 0

The Himachal Pradesh Cabinet had previously decided to
allow people to enter the State without the need for any tests
done. The...
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