
It is a long time since the Russian rouble was
quoted in the financial columns of the Lon-
don Press, and Austria, at the rate she is
tobogganing down the steep slope to bank-
ruptcy, bids fair shortly to achieve the same
unenviable obscurity. Of the currencies dealt
with in Lombard Street the kroner is easily
lowest, being followed after a considerable
interval by the Polish mark, the Hungarian lei
and the German mark. Six weeks ago the
kroner stood at 36,000 to the pound sterling.
In mail week it had fallen to 42,000, and, as
the latest cables show, it has dropped at a
bound to 100,000, from which figure a partial
recovery has been made. Those who remem-
ber Vienna as, perhaps, the most beautiful
capital in Europe, and the Viennese as the
most attractive and artistic people, cannot,
despite the memories of the war, but feel a
pang at the plight of the inhabitants. The
present Austria is not an economic unit. It is
an anachronism, consisting of Vienna and
some surrounding country not adequate for
the purpose of maintaining so huge a city.
The citizens are fed on little but rumours,
and when these took the form that the Allies'
Economic Commission, after mature delib-
eration, was unable to do anything for them
their collapse was complete. 

GUNNERS CHARGED
WITH MURDER
LUCKNOW, JUNE 15
The case against Gunners Stephens and Eaton,
of the 13th Batter, who were charged with the
alleged murder of a chowkidar named Metha,
in a tailor's shop in the barracks, was heard
today before Mr. A.R. Wallance, Deputy Com-
missioner of Lucknow. The prosecution case
was that the two accused, with Gunner
Stephens were drinking in the canteen on June
1, about 9 P.M., and that latter the accused
went to the tailor's shop where the chowkidar
was accustomed to sleep. Other soldiers who
were sleeping outside heard the sound of a
disturbance in the tailor's shop and saw the
chowkidar come out off the shop reeling. It
was alleged that the accused followed and
threw him into a well close by. The case for
the defence will be heard tomorrow.

DEATH OF MR. F.F.
WHYTE OF THE E.I.R.
The death occurred early yesterday morning at
the Presidency General Hospital, Calcutta, of
Mr. F.F. Whyte, assistant traffic superinten-
dent, East Indian Railway. Mr. Whyte, besides
his railway duties, had acted for the past eigh-
teen months as assistant coal transport offi-
cer, and was a leading member of the East
Indian Railway Regiment. Joining the East
Indian Railway some twelve years ago, he had
been one of the Company's most valuable and
trusted servants, and his death, at the early age
of 35, has come as a great shock to his col-
leagues and a wide circle of friends. The funer-
al took place yesterday afternoon at the Lower
Circular Road Cemetery. Among those present
were the mother, widow and child of the
deceased gentleman. The floral tributes were
many.

ALLEGED THEFT 
OF MILK
RANGOON, JUNE 15
Interest reached a climax this morning in the
Nestle's Milk case in which Mr. Hugh Rayner,
gate officer of the port, was charged with com-
plicity in the theft of 200 cases of milk. Mr. de
Glanville, for the defence, in a final address to
the jury, concentrated on what he called the
unreliability of the evidence, saying that,
according to the witnesses' own evidence, they
were of such a character that their evidence
should not be believed. Counsel severely criti-
cised police action in destroying written record-
ed statements and substituting typewritten
statements, which had been extended. After
thirty-five minutes' consideration the jury
returned a unanimous verdict of "not guilty."

AMERICAN COAL
MINERS� STRIKE 
The miners' demand for an increase of wages
on the expiration of current wage contracts is
mainly responsible for the coal strike which
begins today. Half a million trade-unionist
miners and a large number of non-unionist
men are involved. The duration of the stop-
page is open to conjecture since accumulated
stocks represent six weeks' supplies, and the
warm weather, with lesser consumption, is
approaching. The Government anticipate that
non-union men will produce 50 per cent of the
normal output. Negotiators in the anthracite
fields are still endeavouring to fix a new scale,
while as regards the bituminous fields the Sec-
retary of Labour blames the owners, who
repeatedly refused to confer with the workers.

BUILDINGS DAMAGED
BY MOPLAHS
MADRAS, JUNE 15
The Public Works Department are making
rapid progress with the repair and renovation
of the Government buildings in Malabar dam-
aged during the Moplah rebellion. These
buildings include the Taluq Office at Manjeri,
the District Munsiff's court at Manjeri, the Sub-
registry offices in several places, police sta-
tions, police lines, the Deputy Tahsildar's
offices, etc. Several have already been com-
pleted, while others are nearing completion.
An estimate of two lakhs of rupees has been
sanctioned for the repair of the damaged
buildings.
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MAHIR ALI

I
n a comment titled ‘Pakistan’s
recognition of Israel is now
inevitable’, published last week
in the liberal Israeli daily

Haaretz, Kunwar Khuldune Shahid
suggests that the pressure from “the
godfathers of normalisation with
Israel, namely Saudi Arabia and the
United States” is becoming harder to
resist.

That may well be the case.
There’s nothing new about the US
pressure, and there have been occa-
sions over the decades where Islam-
abad toyed with the idea of suc-
cumbing to it. Ziaul Haq, if memory
serves, was the first head honcho to
publicly point out the affinities
between Pakistan and Israel. And
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, the for-
eign minister under Pervez Mushar-
raf, enjoyed a tête-à-tête with his
Israeli counterpart in Turkey in 2005.

The initiatives didn’t go any-
where, and at those junctures Saudi
Arabia is unlikely to have officially
been supportive. It’s hard to tell,
though. Links between Israel and the
Arab Gulf states existed long before
they were publicised, at least at the
‘security’ level. It may well be possi-
ble to track back the turning point to
the first invasion of Iraq in 1990-91,
after the Saddam regime was stupid

enough to assume that its occupa-
tion of Kuwait would entail no seri-
ous repercussions at the geopolitical
level.

All the same, it was more than a
couple of decades before most of the
Gulf states could pluck up the
courage to acknowledge that their
repressive and distinctly undemoc-
ratic polities potentially made them
perfect partners for a powerful, US-
backed, nuclear-armed entity that
identified itself as the region’s only
democratic power.

That was always something of a
farce, given the military rule over the
dispossessed Palestinians since 1967
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
But then, the supposed sympathy for

the so-called Palestinian cause in the
Arab and broader Muslim worlds
never amounted to much beyond
occasional lip service.

Perhaps it is no coincidence that
Israel’s formal rapprochement with
the Gulf region came after it had
ripped off its hypocritical mask. The
two-state ‘solution’ was never really
an option for the Zionists, and Ben-
jamin Netanyahu deserves credit for
making this patently obvious — as he
does for persuading the likes of Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, in collusion with
the Trump administration, to discard
their respective masks.

As for Pakistan, its unacknowl-
edged compatibility with Israel
stretches back to their mutual ori-

gins, within a year of one another, as
states carved out by colonial powers
on a confessional basis. What’s more,
despite diplomatic overtures from
the Soviet Union, both of the new
nations decided at their incipience to
attach themselves to Uncle Sam, stu-
diously ignoring the post-colonial
momentum towards non-alignment
during the Cold War.

Despite the parallels, there are
obviously significant differences in
the circumstances of birth — not
least the fact that Israel had a far
more extended gestation period,
given it was effectively conceived
with the Balfour Declaration of 1917,
back when Pakistan’s founder was
still an Indian nationalist. And, three
decades later, both Mahatma Gandhi
and Mohammad Ali Jinnah were hos-
tile to the idea of a Euro-Jewish state
being implanted on Middle Eastern
soil — not out of hostility to Euro-
pean Jews but in empathy with Pales-
tine’s inhabitants.

All the same, the creation of both
Pakistan and Israel involved a vast
degree of displacement, frequently
accompanied by violence. And both
have been faced with fissiparous ten-
dencies in the intervening decades.
Israel has been a ‘security state’ since
its inception; Pakistan morphed into
one not long afterwards.

Pakistan’s founding father, on

viewing from the air the post-parti-
tion refugee encampments in Pun-
jab, is said to have buried his head in
his hands and expressed his despair.
His Israeli equivalent, David Ben-
Gurion, privately acknowledged that
had he been a Palestinian, he would
have resisted Israel in the same man-
ner. 

All that is in the now distant
past, of course, but that does not
mean it can be ignored. In terms of
the steadily deteriorating status of
the Palestinians in both Israel proper
and the occupied territories, recog-
nition by Pakistan will make no dif-
ference whatsoever — regardless of
whether it is endorsed by the pretty
meaningless Palestinian Authority.

It’s perhaps worth noting that
the fondness for Israel among the
Arab Gulf despots has come to the
surface in the wake of the Zionist
state’s drift to the far right, with no
illusions about a path back to the
days when the illusion of an ideolog-
ical divide was kept alive.

It could be argued that Pakistan
is at a similar stage of discarding the
illusion of a military-civilian divide.
Embracing a fascism-inclined
nation would neither be a surprise
nor a travesty. Many would say just
do it.

Dawn/ANN.

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS
1 Lecturer

accommodated in

sizeable

accommodation (4)

3 Bloomer made when

removing small mass

from semiconductor

(8)

10 Rippling 15 titan from

Cartland�s work? (8,7)

11 After abuse, dames

nail womaniser (6,3)

12 Woeful cry from a girl

snubbed (4)

13 Female model about

to gatecrash state do

(7)

15 Leader of inner circle,

say, is venerated (6)

17 Female American

composer (6)

19 Bachelor heading off

to get treatment for

disease (7)

20 Bits and pieces

written about wine

(4)

21 Welsh skating venue

features in articles in

French press (9)

24 SE Asian politics

transformed the

provinces (15)

25 Gold coin discovered

by unknown

pedestrian (8)

26 She may provide

feedback after break-

up (4)

DOWN
1 Bar work in Bonn for

one in European

university (3,5)

2 Heated? Take top off

and get ready to

fight (5)

4 After very poor

grades in English final,

I master Turkish (7)

5 They dig up old stone

relics and go �aha�

excitedly (14)

6 Current musical by

Rice folded? It�s

unoriginal (9)

7 Illiam anxiously bites

his tongue (4)

8 American film�s

blocked in the state

of Israel? It�s thought

to have offended

(5,9)

9 Business lady,

extremely tight (6)

14 Go beyond answer

college course

accepts (9)

16 Eccentric character

keeps being fondled

affectionately (8)

18 Look inside plaza,

almost complete filth

(7)

19 Business women�s

groups call for peace,

like Galloway? (6)

22 Kevin Banks 

only drinks 

these days in 

Kent (5)

23 Port and dog salmon

served regularly (4)
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ABHIROOP CHOWDHURY AND
ARMIN ROSENCRANZ

O
n 24 February, Russian
president Vladimir Putin
launched an all-out inva-
sion of Ukraine. Since the

end of World War II in 1945, this is
the first time one nation has tried to
redraw borders in Europe. Russian
preparation for the invasion coincid-
ed with the wrapping up of the 2021
United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference (COP 26) in November 2021.
And this time, COP26 came out with
environmentally significant commit-
ments. Nations affirmed the Paris
agreement targets of limiting rise of
global temperature to not more than
2 degrees C from the pre-industrial
period. As many as 137 nations com-
mitted to take steps to reverse forest
land degradation by 2030, and 103
nations pledged to reduce methane
emissions by 30 per cent of 2020
emission levels by 2030. One of the
major hindrances in achieving these
lofty environmental targets is the
world’s dependence on hydrocar-
bons. 

The war has been going on for
more than three months. It has
changed geopolitics and alliances
across the globe. Environment and
climate change policies are also
impacted by it significantly.

The fifth session of the United
Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA 5.2) got under way in the
Kenyan capital, Nairobi, with discus-
sions on global environmental con-
cerns. One of the key points dis-
cussed was the reason why the biodi-
versity and wildlife of Ukraine must
bear the brunt of this war. Russia
remained oblivious to these con-
cerns. Amidst an ongoing war, envi-
ronmental protection is not a major
issue for Russia.

Russia is an energy giant with
$167 billion worth of energy exports
in 2020. Energy exports contribute to
about 67 per cent of the Russian
economy. In 2020, the carbon foot-
print of Russia amounted to 1.48 bil-
lion metric tons of CO2.

With sanctions restricting Russ-
ian gas supplies to the west, the EU
needs to hastily look for alternative
solutions. Germany imports 40 per
cent of its gas and 25 per cent of its
oil from Russia. Annalena Charlotte

Alma Baerbock, Foreign minister of
Germany, mentioned during the
early days of the war that Germany
would stop its Russian oil imports by
the end of 2022, followed by its gas
supplies. Ukraine's president
Volodymyr Zelensky is urging all EU
states to stop energy trading with
Russia as this ‘blood money’ is fuel-
ing the Russian war machine. Sale of
Russian oil and gas accounts for  $1
billion per day, according to esti-
mates. Economists have warned
Berlin that immediate stoppage of oil
and gas supplies from Russia could
initiate an economic recession in the
country.

Italy is the next largest buyer of
Russian hydrocarbons. Both nations
are looking at alternative energy
sources to limit their dependency on
Russian energy imports. As of now,
Russian gas reaches the EU through

Ukraine: The Yamal-Europe pipeline
crosses Belarus and Poland to Ger-
many, and the Nord Stream 1
pipeline passes below the Baltics.
Germany can import from the UK,
Norway and Netherlands to augment
its energy demands, while eastern
and southern European nations can
import Azerbaijani gas via the Trans
Adriatic Pipeline and the Trans-Ana-
tolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP)
through Turkey.

The US has also committed to
deliver 5 billion cubic metres of liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG) through
North-Atlantic routes. The Trans-
European Energy Networks (TEN-E)
is working to build new pipelines to
bring gas from other nations. If ener-
gy solutions are not there will be
pressure on the Dutch government
to allow more extraction from the
vast Groningen gas field, which is

already prone to land subsidence.
According to reports, 85 per cent

of EU citizens favour moves to reduce
dependence on Russian gas. But
replacing Russian gas with other sup-
plies is not a sustainable solution.
European Green Deal legislation
focuses on consumer behavioral
changes to reduce energy loss.  This
would cut the energy demands by 5 per
cent. It would also speed up renewable
energy development in the EU.

The ‘EU solar strategy’ can dou-
ble energy generation through pho-
tovoltaic cells. The same strategy
would bring another 600GW new
solar infrastructure by 2030. Member
nations would have to identify geo-
graphical locations to install renew-
able energy infrastructure with the
least environmental impacts. The
plan targets 10 million tonnes of
domestic renewable hydrogen pro-

duction and 10 million tonnes of
imports by 2030 to phase out natural
gas. To improve hydrogen -linked
technologies, 200 million will be set
aside to fund research.

To unshackle the Russian energy
chains, Europe must develop green
alternatives. The war highlights the
need for a sustainable energy infra-
structure, to safeguard the global
economy from energy giants such as
Russia. The EU is taking positive
steps to build its renewable infra-
structure which can be a positive
model for other nations to follow.
This would make our world a peace-
ful place and build a green, sustain-
able, zero-emission future.

The writers are, respectively, Professor, and
Dean at Jindal School of Environment and
Sustainability, O.P. Jindal Global University,
Sonipat, Haryana.
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