‘Private institutes face
historic prejudice’

C Raj Kumar, founding VC of OP Jindal Global
University, talks about challenges faced by
private educational institutes
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Jindal Global University
(JGU) has been enlisted in
foreign rankings and has
collaborated with foreign
institutes. Why has the
Indian government not
acknowledged its
contribution 7

There has been a historic
prejudice against private
universities inIndia. Itis
high time we move beyond
the categories of publicand
private; asthe categorisa-
tion of universities is limited
and based onthe fun-
ding criteria. Intheend,
everyuniversityis
publicinnature, contri-
buting towards know-
ledge-building. The
need is to have suitable
criteria for assessing uni-
versities. However, we
were one of the two private
universities that has been
granted autonomy and
recognised among the 52
higher educational in-
stitutes by the government.
This is mark of a slow and
organic evolution happe-
ningin the country.

Whyis JGUnotinthe list of
NIRF's top institutes?
We did not apply forthe
National Institutional Ran-
king Framework (NIRF)
because the methodology
used intheIndian rankings
systems including NIRF,
does not capture what we
do in a holistic way.
Wearenota
typical Indian
university as our
focusisalscon
Humanities, Social
Sciences and
professional
courses. At
S0mMe point we
will participa-
tein NIRF too,
but our focus
is internatio-
nalrankings.
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Indian students and
parents have an affinity
towards government
institutes. Do you think
private players need to
work doubly hard to build
thatreputation?

Indians having a fascina-
tion for publicinstitutes is
only partly true. Over 70%
of students are studying in
private institutes not only
becauseof ademand and
supply situation, but also
becauseof the systemic
deterioration of the public
sector institutes.

In the present system
when even the best of
our publicinstitutes are
struggling with lack of
quality faculty, autono-
my, and infrastructure,
wearestaringata
crisis of confidence in
publicinstitutes. This has
made the meritorious
students opt for private
institutes.

Private institutes are
often seen as commercial
entities, more so because
of their high fee structure.
Your comments?
The fee in public institutes
151ess because of the
government subsidies.
Private institutes donot
havethis support, which
leads to high fee structure.
Yet most institutes try to
maintain a balance to keep
itaffordable. Students
havetorelyonscholars-
hips and one needs wealt-
hy but socially conscious
people and philanth-
Topists. But more often
than not, private play-
ers lack the resources,
network, and evena
vigion todothe same.
Affordable fee
structure cannot
matchthein-
vestments
madein
faculties,
infrastruc-
ture etc.




