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Space activities across the Asia-Pacific, specifically in Australia and New Zealand,
are increasing and diversifying. Over the last decade, countries in this region have
seen significant growth within their national space industries and economies which
in turn benefit their wider societies due to the downstream application and use of,
space-related technologies, products, and services. This phenomena presents not only
a great opportunity for these countries, but also represents a situation necessitating
considered and fit-for-purpose space law and policy. Robust yet flexible regula-
tory regimes are needed if countries in the Asia-Pacific, such as Australia and New
Zealand, are to benefit from the strategic and commercial advantages associated with
a presence in outer space and functioning domestic space sector. These regulatory
regimes must respond to, and address, numerous challenges ranging from adherence
to international legal obligations to issues of geo-political space security and military
concerns through to questions about how best to regulate and support commercial
space endeavours. These myriad factors will have an impact upon how countries
develop, implement, and refine their space laws and policies. This series offers a
unique perspective from this region and intends to act as a source of knowledge
and guidance for space actors across government, the private sector and academia in
the pursuit and furtherance of their respective space activities and operations. The
contributors to this series are all experts in their field who share a common interest
in strengthening space governance via the promotion and development of space law
and policy.
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Preface

The journey of this book traces back to our earlier edited volume on the Artemis
Accords, which itself emerged from the deliberations at the Global Conference on
Resource Mining in Outer Space: Artemis Accords and Beyond, an event we curated
in 2023. That project brought together an extraordinary range of scholars and practi-
tioners to grapple with the legal and political dimensions of space resource activities
and the geopolitics around Artemis Accords. It revealed not only the urgency of
the subject but also the diversity of perspectives that could enrich the debate. This
present book is a natural continuation of that effort. However, it also marks an impor-
tant shift in our approach. While the first book, Artemis Accords and Resource Mining
in Outer Space (Springer, 2025), concentrated primarily on the Artemis Accords and
its implications, this second project moves beyond and offers theoretical frameworks,
normative debates, and national approaches to the governance of space resources.

The expanding presence of States and private actors in outer space is forcing the
international community to revisit fundamental principles of space law. Questions
concerning appropriation, benefit-sharing, and cooperation have gained unprece-
dented prominence. While the United Nations is still deliberating on many of these
issues in situating the resource utilisation within broader patterns of international law
and diplomacy, this book attempts to capture the evolving landscape of governance
of outer space resources.

As we read this book, the field of space mining is undergoing a remarkable trans-
formation. Unprecedented advancements are being made in asteroid mission tech-
nologies and the exploration of lunar resources, with private companies announcing
ambitious asteroid missions and pursuing the use of lunar regolith for in-situ resource
utilisation. These multi-million dollar investments are flowing into critical infrastruc-
ture, ranging from next-generation lunar landers to advanced propulsion systems
to integration of artificial intelligence in space technologies. These developments
underscore the timeliness and urgency of answering the questions explored in this
book.

This book is organised into two parts. The first part addresses theoretical and
normative frameworks, critically interrogating the foundations of space law and
governance in light of emerging resource challenges. The second part examines
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diverse national approaches, spanning the United States, China, Australia, the United
Kingdom, Japan, New Zealand, and the United Arab Emirates, illustrating how
domestic legal developments and strategic choices intersect with international norms.
Together, these contributions provide a comprehensive and comparative view of the
global discourse on space resource utilisation.

As editors, our intention has been to develop a project where contrasting perspec-
tives can coexist. We have not sought uniformity of opinion but rather diversity and
multiplicity of analysis, so that readers can appreciate the richness and complexity
of the debate. We believe that such academic disagreements and agreements foster
a deeper understanding of the legal, geopolitical, and ethical issues surrounding the
exploitation and utilisation of celestial resources.

We remain grateful to the contributors for their intellectual generosity and commit-
ment, and to Springer for once again providing a scholarly home for this project. We
are also grateful to Mamun Mishra for her support and belief in this project. We also
thank Cynthia Kroonen and Raghavi Jayagopal for coordinating this book project.
This book stands as a collective endeavour, enriched by the insight and dedication of
all involved. This book is as much a reflection of our contributors’ dedication as it is
of our own. We hope that it will contribute meaningfully to ongoing discussions on
resource utilisation and space governance, inspire future research, and guide policy-
makers, industry stakeholders, and academics and scholars in shaping a sustainable
framework for space resource utilisation.

Kolkata, India Prof. (Dr.) Sandeepa Bhat B
Sonipat, India Adithya Variath
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