Greece - India: Exploring the Relationships of Two
Ancient Civilizations

" huffingtonpost.gr/entry/ellada-india-exereenontas-tis-scheseis-deo-archaion-
politismon_gr_66ffd1c8e4b085d20296¢cf8c

Ap. MixanA ©godoaoiadng 6 OkTwpRpiou 2024

via Associated Press

Greece and India. The roots of the two civilizations lie deep in antiquity. But what
were the cultural connections between them? Were there any? Reasonable
questions since we know little about the communication networks between the ancient
Greeks and the Indians. In the context of the broader collaborations between Greece and
India that have already begun to develop, we consider it particularly important to focus on
the special contacts between the two civilizations. In the discussion that follows, Dr.
Neha Ketrapal highlights aspects of these cultural connections and her positions
are extremely interesting.

How did your interest in Indo-Greek heritage arise?

There are several links between ancient India and Greece. Of course, these links
have not been thoroughly explored to date. Therefore, there remains an untapped
potential to explore these connections - especially in terms of trade links - between these
civilizations. We often refer to diplomatic relations between the two countries. However,
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the relationship between Indian and Greek civilizations goes back thousands of years. It
is important to recognize the ancient background that can contribute to further
strengthening these ties.
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If the origins of these contacts date back to antiquity, how can we better
examine their nature?

The first contacts take place already in antiquity. Of course, this does not necessarily
mean that we are not able to explore the characteristics of these connections, however
complex this may sound. As a researcher, | am interested in the material heritage or the
findings left by our ancestors. We can access these excavation findings through
museums around the world. For example, the National Museum in New Delhi houses
many such interesting objects. We can use these documents — in the absence of written
texts — as a proxy for examining connections in the ancient world. By focusing on the
material heritage that remains, we can trace how trade relations between the two
countries may have also brought about broader cultural and religious changes. A typical
example is the material heritage as evidence of Hellenistic influence on Buddhism.
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NMwg yvwpifoupe 6T11 n Ivdia kai o1 apxaiol ‘EAAnveG gixav avatrTugel
EMTTOPIKEG OXEOTEIG;

YTTAPXOUV I0TOPIKEG AVAPOPES OTOV TPOTTO WE ToV 0TT0i0 0 KUpog 0 Méyag £€0eo¢e Ta
BepéNIa pIag PEYAANG AUTOKPATOPIAG, N OTToIA EKTEIVOTAV OTTO TNV EAAGDO péX P! ToV IvDo
TTOTaNO, SIEUKOAUVOVTAG £TO1 TNV APIEN Twv EAAAVwy otn NéTia Acia. H TTapouacia Twyv
EANAVWwV — pe TNV TTApodo Tou XpOvou — 0dAYNOE O€ OUYKPNTIKES HOPPES Ivdo-
EAANVIKAG TéEXVNG. YTTAPYXOUV APKETA TTAPAdEIyATA TTPOG AUTH TNV KATEUBUVOoN, OTTWG TA
vouiopaTta TTou £xouv dlacwBei. To 1m0 yvwaoTo TEKUNPIO €ival TO dyaApa Tou 0goU
Bouda. 1d1aiTepo evdIa@EpoV TTAPOUCIALEl TO YEYOVOGS OTI 0 BeO6¢ Boudag TrapouaiddeTal
oTnNV TEXVN UE TPOTTO AVEIKOVIKO (KN avBpwTtropop@ikd) pExp! Tov 1o aiwva p.X. H
TTPWIHN ATTEIKOVION TOUu BoUda o€ avBpwITiv pop@r oQeiAeTal OTIG ETTIPPOES
EAANVOPWHAITKWY HOPPWV TEXVNG. AUTO TO apxaio TTapAdelypa UTTOOEIKVUEI TIG
EVOIOPEPOUOEG TITUXEG EVOG OIATTOMITIOMIKOU OUYKEPATHOU. AVAAoYEeG AAANAETTIOPACEIG
MTTOPOUV VA YEVVIOOUV VEEG IEPEG KAl OPNOKEUTIKES euaioBnaoicg. ETITTAEov, o1 BIAPOopPES
MOPYEG TEXVNG TTOU PEPOUV OTOIXEIO CUYKEKPIMEVWV TTEPIOXWYV, ATTOKAAUTITOUV TIG PIAIKES
OXEOEIG PETAGU TWV Aawyv. Me GAAa AGYIQ, UTTPXE OVEKTIKOTNTA OTOV BPNOKEUTIKO
OUYKEPAOHO, KAl AUTHA N OVEKTIKOTNTA KUOPOpPNOE £évav Hovadikd ocuykpnTiouo.
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YTrapxouv aAAa TTapadeiypaTa BpnOKEUTIKOU OUYKEPAOHOU TTOU gival
AlyOTEPO YVWOTA;

Nai, uttTdpxouv TTOAAG TETola TTapadeiyuata. Kal autd Ta UAIKG TTapadEiyuata aviavakAouv
TIG SITTOAITIOUIKEG ETTAPES METASU TNG apXaiag KpATng Kal Tng KolAdadag Tou Ivdou.
AuTa Ta TTOpadEiypaTa EKQPAlOVTAl HECW TNG KEPAMIKAG TEXVNG | HECW PIKPWV
QYOAPATWYV. ETTITTAE0V, QVOOKA@IKA EUPHPATA TTAPATTEUTIOUV OTIG TITUXEG TNG MIVWIKAG
0pNOKEUTIKAG IBEOAOYIAG LE TN HOPPH EIKOVOYPAPIKWY XAPAKTNPIOTIKWY. QoTd00, autd
TA EUPHPATA ATTAITOUV TTPOCEKTIKI EPUNVEIA AOYyw TNG EAAEIYNG YPATITWY KEIMEVWV N
OPXEIOKWYV EYYPOAPWYV. ZUYKEKPIPEVA, UTTAPXOUV HIVWIKEG TOIXOYPAPIES, Ol OTTOIEG
PEPOUV TTAPACTACEIG DITTAWV TTEAEKEWV Kal TAUpwYV. Makpid atrd To apxaio vnoi TG
KpATtng, uttdpxouv oTropadikd euprpata yia JoTiBa SITTAWY TTEAEKEWY O€ oPPayides —
XPOVOAOYOUUEVEG ATTO TNV 3N XIAIETIO TT.X. — OTTWG AUTEG TTOU AVOKOAUPONnKav 0TO
Chanhudaro (1repioxr} oTnv KOIAGda Tou IvdoU). Av Kal N CUCXETION QUTWYV TWV POTIBWV HE
ToV Mivwiko MNoAImiopd dev gival TTavta 1I01AiTEPA EUKOAN, Ol OPOIOTNTES KAl AVTIOTOIXIEG
METAEU TOUG PTTOPOUV va a1rodoBoUv oTn oTevr) aAAnAeTTidpacn Twv Aawv TN Méong
AvartoAig otn MeootroTapia.

Furthermore, it is worth mentioning pre-Indian sites that existed 3,000 years before the
great settlements of the Indus Valley, such as Mohenjodaro and Harappa. Excavations
from these areas depict double-axe patterns. Examining these similarities, we conclude
that these peoples had in some way mixed. It is reasonable to assume that people
from Crete and the Indus Valley traveled as far as Mesopotamia, and that there, at
this point, their cultures came into contact. These works of art may have been
transported back to their places of origin by traders, both in India and in Crete. These
works are nothing more than material representations and expressions of religious belief.
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Are new methodological approaches necessary to interpret these
"comparative" findings?

We need new interpretations of these works of art, or more precisely, new interpretive
sensibilities. A modern museum treats these cultural heritage objects as aesthetic objects
in their own right. Therefore, it values these finds based on their carvings and design. We
need to get rid of this perspective, as these objects were originally created for purely
utilitarian/practical reasons. The artists who produced and constructed these objects did
not do so as aesthetic objects. On the contrary, these objects were created to bridge the
gap between the divine and the human. There are indications in this direction from
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ancient Hindu philosophy, where the distinction between the visible (“drista”) and the
invisible (“adrista”). The ultimate goal of an artist was to visualize or personify specific
aspects of the “adrista”. We need to bring this “vision” back to museums.
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