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Asean membership will enable Timor-Leste to have a stronger and more significant presence on the
international and global political stage. The Bali Concord III of 2011 seeks a "more coordinated,
cohesive, and coherent Asean position on global issues of common interest and concern." Therefore, it
would become easier for Timor-Leste to protect its national interests and concerns by joining Asean.
These benefits assume significance in light of Timor-Leste's turbulent struggle for independence and
its traumatic nascent years of nationhood. Hence, Dili views the membership as an important

opportunity for furthering national reconciliation and peace consolidation.

Abstention on Myanmar vote

On June 18, 2021, Timor-Leste abstained from voting on a resolution in the UN General Assembly
condemning Myanmar's military junta. It also abstained from voting in another resolution that called
for a ban on weapon sales to the junta. This abstention has been interpreted in international political
circles as a desperate move by Timor-Leste for Myanmar's support to become the 11th member of

Asean.

The former president of Timor-Leste, Jose Ramos-Horta, apologized for the country's actions and
described the abstention as a "vote of shame." He further said that the move only distanced Timor-
Leste from Asean. The former president described the abstention as an "abstention on a violent
military coup, abstention on the murder of more than 800 civilians, on the incarceration of the elected
national leaders, on the targeted assassination of youth, artists, writers, singers, dancers." Timor-
Leste's political strategy of abstaining from the vote to gain Myanmar's support backfired as several
Asean members, such as Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam supported the
UN resolution. This move by Timor-Leste may make these countries reconsider their support for its
entry into Asean as the abstention can be interpreted as a lack of conscience and sovereignty for a
supposedly democratic country. Moreover, Singapore, which voted for the resolution and has opposed

Timor-Leste's entry into the bloc several times, will take serious objection to its stance at the UNGA.
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The way forward

As a young nation, Timor-Leste has the vast economic potential to contribute to the overall economic
development of the Asean region. Besides extensive oil and natural gas reserves, Timor-Leste has a
significant untapped resource base in fisheries, agriculture and tourism. With relatively low corporate
taxes, it can establish several opportunities for foreign private sector firms to make it an attractive
investment destination. The nation must understand that its economic potential is its best bargaining

power. Therefore, it needs to re-envisage its purpose and approach toward becoming a part of Asean.

Moreover, Timor-Leste must understand that joining Asean is not the ultimate goal, but rather one of
the primary means to develop itself socioeconomically and thereby improve the standard of living of
its citizens. This approach will encourage the country to strengthen its economy, invest in developing
human capital, and consolidate its democratic values to become a member of Asean and achieve the

development envisaged in its Strategic Development Plan 2011-2030.

By abstaining from the vote, Timor-Leste violated its principles "to fight all forms of tyranny,
oppression" and "to respect and guarantee human rights and the fundamental rights of the citizen,"
which are stated in its constitution. These principles are deeply associated with its historical struggle to
become a free nation. Therefore, it 1s very crucial for Timor-Leste to understand that it must not lose
its 1dentity for the sake of joining Asean and instead focus on its socioeconomic growth and

development.

O READ: Preserving Asean unity benefits PH's interests

Harsh Mahaseth is a lecturer and PhD candidate at Jindal Global Law School, and a research analyst

at the Nehginpao Kipgen Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Jindal School of International Affairs, O.P.

Jindal Global University, India.

Vishnu Bandarupalli is an undergraduate student at Nalsar University of Law, Hyderabad, India.

dDOOBOODO<

What is your reaction?

p
e ¢ o 2 2 7 } { ® ¢
w = > g a
Happy Unmoved Amused Excited Angry Sad

The Manila Times Newsletter

Get the latest news from your inbox for free

Enter Your Email Yes, | want to keep up with The Times

Comments (0)

Write a comment

@ B I U & 9 <>

o

Be the first to comment

PEOPLE REACTED TO THESE (JOIN THE CONVERSATION)

Negative attacks vs Marcos name
making Bongbong inevitable

! 'Oxford' idiots recycle 6-year-old
black prop vs Bongbong

142 Comments 68 Comments

Gordon on Duterte: Filipinos know
who abused power

| Open letter to the Senate

50 Comments

27 Comments

Show more articles

Add Vuukle @& Privacy [V
OTHER STORIES OPINION ON PAGE ONE
(.
S GIRLS' EDUCATION, A Challenges facing climate Worst timing ever for an Worst timing ever for an
] POWERFUL LEVER FOR... summit loom large election — for the opposition At — T e
o e W R The Flanila Times' opposition
—
' ' 7 v By Rigoberto Tiglao
Worl_«:e_r S age nda for the next v - Another Battle of Bataan My darling quarantine
3l administration
Labor Matters

TOP STORIES LATEST STORIES Workers' agenda for the

next administration

| Poll lawyer warns against Moderna to supply Africa By Ruben D, Torres
substitution for losing party with up to 110 million Covid
groups doses
World faces 'unbearable heat
waves r . ‘ ) 'Squid Game' characters Duterte welcomes US TGLE
oy Agence France Presse drawn from director's life commitment o boost tes in Another Battle of Bataan
By Rene Saguisag
BBM again leads another Communist leader from Vaccinations for minors to
) ) begin Nov 3 in NCR, Nov 5
survey Caraga falls in Makati rest of PH
EDITORIAL
DENR mulls temporary SC orders filing of charges vs ;sfs;llngell);z:zll:::;ains
closure of dolomite beach f BSP -
ormer exec priority 1ssue' Challenges faC].ng
climate summit loom
Dentists to augment PH logs lowest Covid-19 E 1d1r.1g-1\1/il-te:1nc11em Ord.lllllan(ie_ larg e
vaccinator force cases since May CaAn 1n Mandaluyong illega iy
ead more

24°C  24°C
Chado L il

TRY OUR DIGITAL EDITION
FREE FOR 30 DAYS

SUBSCRIBE NOW

ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER?
LOGIN HERE

DOWNLOAD THE APP

#  Available on the GETITON
[ App Store » Google Play

TRY OUR DIGITAL EDITION News Opinion Special Sections The Manila Times
FREE FOR 30 DAYS

SUBSCRIBE NOW Nation Editorial The Sunday Times Home Delivery Subscription

Regions Editorial Cartoon Special Features Subscribe to our Digital Edition

ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER?
Business OP-ED Columns Public Square The Manila Times College

LOGIN HERE
World Videos The Manila Times TV

From our Readers

DOWNLOAD THE APP

Sports Podcasts The Manila Times Rewards
#  Available on the GETITON
' App Store » Google Play Entertainment Market Overview The Manila Times Forum
Lifestyle Weather The Manila Times Coffee Break
Exam Results The Manila Times Channel on the L!ve App

The Manila Times

Q Twitter o Youtube @ Facebook Instagram @ DailyMotion e Spotify

This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. By continuing to use this website without disabling cookies in your web browser, you are agreeing to our use of

cookies. Read More.



https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion/columns
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/harsh-mahaseth
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/vishnu-bandarupalli
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=47561&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D47561%26ename%3DTimor%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=45702&ename=Association%20of%20Southeast%20Asian%20Nations&lang=en
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=47558&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D47558%26ename%3DIndonesia%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=46719&ename=Myanmar&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47967&ename=Singapore&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2849397120&ename=Asean%20Coordinating%20Council&lang=en
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=647297705&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D647297705%26ename%3DAsean%2520Community%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/19/opinion/editorial/summit-gives-asean-a-chance-to-reinvent-itself/1818919
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/08/04/news/world/reject-myanmar-plan-asean-told/1809576
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/08/16/opinion/editorial/preserving-asean-unity-benefits-phs-interests/1811116
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=3522673340&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D3522673340%26ename%3DNehginpao%2520Kipgen%2520Center%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2998922578&ename=Asian%20Studies&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1341702143&ename=Jindal%20School%20of%20International%20Affairs&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=3494955319&ename=O.P.%20Jindal%20Global%20University&lang=en
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=840724346&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D840724346%26ename%3DVishnu%2520Bandarupalli%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://magnetrack.klangoo.com/v1.1/track.ashx?e=AP_ITE_CLK&p=1820159&d=3442911667&c=94fae619-6fc5-452e-8d0e-aac6624266ca&u=040305d1-af44-4c93-a4c1-59c7ed2ec2f8&l=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Ftimor-lestes-bid-for-asean-membership%2F1820159&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2Ftopic%3Feid%3D3442911667%26ename%3DNalsar%2520University%2520of%2520Law%26lang%3Den%26utm_campaign%3Dmagnet%26utm_source%3Darticle_page%26utm_medium%3Dintext_entity
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial-cartoon/girls-education-a-powerful-lever-for-development-in-sahel-africa/1820172
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial-cartoon/girls-education-a-powerful-lever-for-development-in-sahel-africa/1820172
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial/challenges-facing-climate-summit-loom-large/1820170
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial/challenges-facing-climate-summit-loom-large/1820170
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/worst-timing-ever-for-an-election-for-the-opposition/1820168
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/worst-timing-ever-for-an-election-for-the-opposition/1820168
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/workers-agenda-for-the-next-administration/1820166
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/workers-agenda-for-the-next-administration/1820166
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/another-battle-of-bataan/1820165
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/another-battle-of-bataan/1820165
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/my-darling-quarantine/1820164
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/my-darling-quarantine/1820164
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/bbm-again-leads-another-survey/1820180
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/bbm-again-leads-another-survey/1820180
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/denr-mulls-temporary-closure-of-dolomite-beach/1820179
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/denr-mulls-temporary-closure-of-dolomite-beach/1820179
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/dentists-to-augment-vaccinator-force/1820178
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/news/national/dentists-to-augment-vaccinator-force/1820178
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/poll-lawyer-warns-against-substitution-for-losing-party-groups/1820079
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/poll-lawyer-warns-against-substitution-for-losing-party-groups/1820079
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/moderna-to-supply-africa-with-up-to-110-million-covid-doses/1820074
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/moderna-to-supply-africa-with-up-to-110-million-covid-doses/1820074
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/squid-game-characters-drawn-from-directors-life/1820076
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/squid-game-characters-drawn-from-directors-life/1820076
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/duterte-welcomes-us-commitment-to-boost-ties-in-public-health/1820073
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/duterte-welcomes-us-commitment-to-boost-ties-in-public-health/1820073
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/communist-leader-from-caraga-falls-in-makati/1820071
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/communist-leader-from-caraga-falls-in-makati/1820071
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/vaccinations-for-minors-to-begin-nov-3-in-ncr-nov-5-rest-of-ph/1820070
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/vaccinations-for-minors-to-begin-nov-3-in-ncr-nov-5-rest-of-ph/1820070
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/sc-orders-filing-of-charges-vs-former-bsp-exec/1820069
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/sc-orders-filing-of-charges-vs-former-bsp-exec/1820069
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/securing-peace-in-the-koreanpeninsula-remains-priority-issue/1820068
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/securing-peace-in-the-koreanpeninsula-remains-priority-issue/1820068
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/ph-logs-lowest-covid-19-cases-since-may/1820061
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/ph-logs-lowest-covid-19-cases-since-may/1820061
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/riding-in-tandem-ordinance-ban-in-mandaluyong-illegalca/1820060
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/riding-in-tandem-ordinance-ban-in-mandaluyong-illegalca/1820060
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/worst-timing-ever-for-an-election-for-the-opposition/1820168
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/worst-timing-ever-for-an-election-for-the-opposition/1820168
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/workers-agenda-for-the-next-administration/1820166
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/workers-agenda-for-the-next-administration/1820166
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/another-battle-of-bataan/1820165
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/columns/another-battle-of-bataan/1820165
https://tmt.ph/digital-signup
https://tmt.ph/digital-signin
https://tmt.ph/ios
https://tmt.ph/android
https://www.manilatimes.net/news
https://www.manilatimes.net/news/national
https://www.manilatimes.net/news/regions
https://www.manilatimes.net/business
https://www.manilatimes.net/news/world
https://www.manilatimes.net/sports
https://www.manilatimes.net/entertainment-lifestyle/show-times
https://www.manilatimes.net/entertainment-lifestyle/life-times
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion/editorial
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion/editorial-cartoon
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion/columns
https://www.manilatimes.net/opinion/letters-to-the-editor
https://www.manilatimes.net/special-sections
https://www.manilatimes.net/the-sunday-times
https://www.manilatimes.net/supplements
https://www.manilatimes.net/public-square
https://www.manilatimes.net/videos
https://www.manilatimes.net/podcasts
https://www.manilatimes.net/business/market-overview
https://www.manilatimes.net/weather
https://www.manilatimes.net/exam-results
https://www.manilatimes.net/
https://www.manilatimes.net/home-delivery-subscription-form
https://www.manilatimes.net/digital-edition-apps
https://tmtc.edu.ph/
https://www.manilatimestv.com/
https://rewards.manilatimes.net/
https://www.manilatimes.net/business/forum
https://www.manilatimes.net/coffee-break
https://www.manilatimes.net/live-channel
https://www.manilatimes.net/
https://twitter.com/TheManilaTimes
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-eyETCmy-rcououiO2P7rg
https://www.facebook.com/themanilatimesonline/
https://www.instagram.com/themanilatimes/
https://www.dailymotion.com/themanilatimeschannel
https://open.spotify.com/show/19nW5E42YYK9i3CfrmhTRB
https://www.manilatimes.net/advertise
https://www.manilatimes.net/contact-us
https://www.manilatimes.net/about-us
https://www.manilatimes.net/privacy-policy
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/sports/wild-lpgt-finish-looms-as-superal-withdraws/1820085
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/sports/wild-lpgt-finish-looms-as-superal-withdraws/1820085
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/latest-stories/poll-lawyer-warns-against-substitution-for-losing-party-groups/1820079
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/moderna-to-supply-africa-with-up-to-110-million-covid-doses/1820074
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/squid-game-characters-drawn-from-directors-life/1820076
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/duterte-welcomes-us-commitment-to-boost-ties-in-public-health/1820073
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/communist-leader-from-caraga-falls-in-makati/1820071
https://tmt.ph/digital
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/world-faces-growing-threat-of-unbearable-heatwaves/1820072
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial/challenges-facing-climate-summit-loom-large/1820170
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/29/opinion/editorial/challenges-facing-climate-summit-loom-large/1820170
https://tmt.ph/digital-signup
https://tmt.ph/digital-signin
https://tmt.ph/ios
https://tmt.ph/android
https://tmt.ph/digital-signup
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/10/28/news/world-faces-growing-threat-of-unbearable-heatwaves/1820072
https://www.manilatimes.net/
https://tmt.ph/digital-signup

