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Anti-conversion laws once again
showcase friction between Hindutva
and secularism
The challenge to interfaith unions through laws banning religious conversion for marriage assumes that
conversion out of Hinduism is always coercive

Abhinav Mehrotra, Konina Mandal, JAN 16 2021, 16:05 IST UPDATED: JAN 17 2021, 07:29 IST|
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On November 28 last year when the Governor of Uttar Pradesh passed the ordinance titled the Uttar
Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance 2020, the debate surrounding the
Hindu nationalist digressive politics popularly called 'Love  Jihad' resurfaced. This was followed by few
more states promulgating similar legislations, such as the Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Bill,
2020. The so-called ‘Love Jihad’ laws in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and other states again
showcase the problematic thought process that conversion out of Hinduism is a coercive phenomenon
that needs to be stopped at all costs.

The UP Ordinance, popularly called the ‘Love Jihad Law’, was promulgated to further the aim of Mission
Shakti, a campaign that works towards the safety of women. However, with a quintessential
paternalistic attitude, the state attempts to outlaw inter-faith marriages, and ends up disregarding
women’s personal autonomy by treating them as victims who need to be rescued from religious
conversion. This mandate could create an avenue for female convertees to get abused and tortured by
their family members and community.

Read: Love Jihad law seen trampling women's hard-earned freedoms in India
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These laws are not isolated instances but form a part of the larger agenda of the Hindu Right. There
have been attacks on minorities, especially Muslims, ranging from lynchings to making religion a
criteria for conferring citizenship (and hence excluding Muslims) under the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and day-to-day acts, which are no less dangerous, such as holding Muslims responsible for
spreading Covid -19  through the Tablighi Jamaat incident by making use of misinformation campaigns.

To define in simple words, ‘Love Jihad’ is an ideology propounded by Hindu nationalist groups which
seeks to protect Hindu girls against the alleged attempts of seduction, marriage, conversion and
trafficking by Muslim men.

Also Read: SC notice to UP, Uttarakhand governments on 'Love Jihad' laws

However, what makes the Ordinance a concrete step to act on this ideology is that it makes conversion
for marriage illegal. Such a  marriage becomes null and void, thus affecting the Right to Life and
Personal Liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution and Right to Equality before law under Article 14 of
the Constitution (due to singling out of women as victims without any rational basis). The deeper
attack, is of course, on the secular character of the nation.

This sense of intolerance was reflected in the United State Commission for International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) report in 2018 which had  raised concern regarding the violations of religious
freedoms by government in India along with other countries like Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,
Cuba, Egypt,  Indonesia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Laos, Malaysia, and Turkey.

There have been several instances over the years where the Indian citizen’s Constitution guaranteed
right to religious freedom has been questioned by Hindu groups. Few recent examples are the Bajrang
Dal’s warnings to Hindus in Silchar that those attending celebrations in Churches would be beaten up.

Also Read: Muslim youth walking home with Hindu girl after birthday party arrested for 'Love
Jihad' in UP

Although India is a secular country, there have been several instances where religious freedom has
been questioned by the Hindu nationalist groups. For example , in 1981, the VHP had organised
campaign against the conversion of Dalits to Islam in Meenakshipuram, Tamil Nadu which was followed
by the Jan Jagran Abhiyan that aimed to make Hindus aware that Muslims and Christians are
conspiring to overrun Hindus.

Also Read: What is the definition of 'Love Jihad'?

All such incidents raise a question regarding the persisting tension between Hindu nationalism and
India as a  liberal democracy. What needs to be kept in mind is that Hindutva ‘religious nationalism’ is
altogether different from ‘Hinduism’. While the former focuses on ethnic, racial, territorial and
nationalist ideas whereas the latter is liberal, tolerant and respectful which gives rise to friction
between Hindutva and secularism.

Seen in this light, the ordinances based on religious conversion are not merely to deter unlawful
conversion but also challenge the foundational link between religion and state and the need to find the
middle path between right to choice and justified state intervention.

 

(Abhinav Mehrotra and Konina Mandal are both Assistant Lecturers at Jindal Global Law School, OP
Jindal Global University)

Disclaimer: The views expressed above are the authors' own. They do not necessarily reflect the views
of DH.
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India’s vaccination drive against Covid-19 starts on Saturday after a long wait and preparations for
several weeks, with an ambitious target of reaching 300 million people in the next few months. About
30 million healthcare personnel and frontline workers will be the first beneficiaries. After the first phase,
people who are above 50 years of age and others who have co-morbidities will get the shot. The
exercise involves co-ordination between 30 government ministries, and detailed guidelines have been
formulated on different aspects like logistics, beneficiary identification and monitoring. Dry runs have
been conducted in over 700 districts to test the systems, and gaps and deficiencies are reported to have
been noticed and addressed. Vaccines have now been transported to the centres where the vaccination
is to be done. In the beginning, two vaccines which have been given regulatory approval in the country
will be used. 

Despite all preparations, the programme faces challenges and some reservations and apprehensions.
The role of the government’s Covid-19 Vaccine Intelligence Network (Co-WIN) system, which is “a
digitalised platform to track the enlisted beneficiaries for vaccination on a real-time basis” is crucial in
the exercise. In tests, some cases of malfunctioning of the app and exclusion of beneficiaries have been
reported. Wherever deficiencies are noted, there should be scope for immediate remedial action, which
may not be very difficult because the exercise is an ongoing process. The vaccination process will be
the more complicated because of the need to administer two doses of the vaccine with a gap of several
days in between. That underlines the importance of monitoring, especially the need to take care of
adverse events. The challenge is especially because a large section of the intended beneficiaries may
lack knowledge and awareness and will need guidance.

Two vaccines — Covishield, developed by Oxford University and AstraZeneca, and Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin — are being used. The government has ruled out a choice for the beneficiaries over which
vaccine they should receive. This is unfair because Covaxin received accelerated approval for rollout in
a clinical trial mode and its Phase 3 trial data is not available. Even if the government or the authorities
are sure about its efficacy and safety, it is not right to force it on the people. Any unexpected outcome
or adverse event may erode people’s trust in vaccines and cause a setback to the programme. There is a
lack of clarity about prices also, with the government going back on its offer of free vaccines for all
citizens. The Centre is now reportedly planning to impose a cess or surcharge on taxes but it is not
known if it will support the states in meeting the cost of vaccine administration.
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‘Stop the Steal’ didn’t start with
Donald Trump
Conservative belief in pervasive Democratic Party voter fraud goes back decades — and rests on racist and
nativist tropes

International New York Times, JAN 15 2021, 18:23 IST UPDATED: JAN 15 2021, 19:07 IST|

To explain the attack on the Capitol, you can’t just turn your focus to Donald Trump and his enablers.
You must also look at the individuals and institutions that fanned fears of “voter fraud” to the point of
hysteria among conservative voters, long before Trump. Put another way, the difference between a riot
seeking to overturn an election and an effort to suppress opposing votes is one of legality, not intent.
And it doesn’t take many steps to get from one to the other.

Conservative belief in pervasive Democratic Party voter fraud goes back decades — and rests on racist
and nativist tropes that date back to Reconstruction in the South and Tammany Hall in the North — but
the modern obsession with fraud dates back to the 2000 election. That year, Republicans blamed
Democratic fraud for narrow defeats in New Mexico, which George W. Bush lost by just a few hundred
votes, and Missouri, where the incumbent senator, John Ashcroft, lost his reelection battle to a dead
man.

Ashcroft’s opponent, Mel Carnahan, was killed three weeks earlier in a plane crash, but his name was
still on the ballot, with his wife running in his stead. Shocked Republicans blamed Ashcroft’s defeat on
fraud. At Ashcroft’s election-night party, the state’s senior Republican senator, Kit Bond, said,
“Democrats in the city of St. Louis are trying to steal this election.”

In 2001, as the newly minted attorney general under President George W. Bush, Ashcroft announced a
crackdown on voter fraud. “America has failed too often to uphold the right of every citizen’s vote, once
cast, to be counted fairly and equally,” he said at a news conference that March:

Votes have been bought, voters intimidated and ballot boxes stuffed. The polling process has been
disrupted or not completed. Voters have been duped into signing absentee ballots believing they were
applications for public relief. And the residents of cemeteries have infamously shown up at the polls on
Election Day.

The Republican National Committee supported this push, claiming to have evidence that thousands of
voters had cast more than one ballot in the same election.

Over the ensuing years, under pressure from the White House ahead of the presidential election in
2004, the Justice Department ramped up its crusade against voter fraud. Of particular interest was
ACORN, a now-defunct advocacy organization that was working — as the presidential election got
underway — to register hundreds of thousands of low-income voters. Swing-state Republicans accused
the group of “manufacturing voters,” and federal prosecutors looked, unsuccessfully, for evidence of
wrongdoing. Later, Karl Rove would press Bush’s second attorney general, Alberto Gonzales, to fire a
number of US attorneys for failure to investigate voter fraud allegations, leading to a scandal that
eventually led to Gonzales’ resignation in 2007.

ACORN and voter fraud would remain a bête noire for Republicans for the rest of the decade.
Conservative advocacy groups and media organizations produced a steady stream of anti-ACORN
material and, as the 2008 election campaign heated up, did everything they could to tie Democratic
candidates, and Barack Obama in particular, to a group they portrayed as radical and dangerous.
ACORN, Rush Limbaugh said in one characteristic segment, has “been training young Black kids to hate,
hate, hate this country.”

During his second debate with Obama, a few weeks before the election, the Republican nominee, John
McCain, charged that ACORN “is now on the verge of maybe perpetrating one of the greatest frauds in
voter history in this country, maybe destroying the fabric of democracy.” And his campaign materials
similarly accused Obama, Joe Biden and the Democratic Party of orchestrating a vast conspiracy of
fraud. “We’ve always known the Obama-Biden Democrats will do anything to win this November, but
we didn’t know how far their allies would go,” read one mailer. “The Obama-supported, far-left group,
ACORN, has been accused of voter-registration fraud in a number of battleground states.”

McCain and the Republican Party devoted much of the last weeks of the election to a voter fraud scare
campaign with ACORN as the villain. And while, in the wake of the election, these allegations of illegal
voting never panned out, the conservative fixation with voter fraud would continue into the Obama
years and beyond.

Not that this was a shock. As an accusation, “voter fraud” has been used historically to disparage the
participation of Black voters and immigrants — to cast their votes as illegitimate. And Obama came to
office on the strength of historic turnout among Black Americans and other nonwhite groups. To the
conservative grass roots, Obama’s very presence in the White House was, on its face, evidence that
fraud had overtaken American elections.

In 2011, Republicans in Alabama, Kansas, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia and Wisconsin capitalized on their legislative gains to pass new voter restrictions under the
guise of election protection. Other states slashed early voting and made it more difficult to run
registration drives. One 2013 study found that in states with “unencumbered Republican majorities”
and large Black populations, lawmakers were especially likely to pass new voter identification laws and
other restrictions on the franchise.

The 2012 election saw more of the same accusations of voter fraud. Donald Trump, who had flirted with
running for president that year, called the election a “total sham and a travesty” and claimed that
Obama had “lost the popular vote by a lot.” According to one survey taken after the election, 49% of
Republican voters said they thought ACORN had stolen the election for the president.

ACORN, however, no longer existed. It closed its doors in 2010 after Congress stripped it of federal
funding in the aftermath of a scandal stoked by right-wing provocateurs, whose accusations have since
been discredited.

The absence of any evidence for voter fraud was not, for Republicans, evidence of its absence. Freed by
the Supreme Court’s ruling in Shelby County v. Holder, which ended federal “preclearance” of election
laws in much of the South, Republican lawmakers passed still more voter restrictions, each justified as
necessary measures in the war against fraud.

Prominent Republican voices continued to spread the myth. “I’ve always thought in this state, close
elections, presidential elections, it means you probably have to win with at least 53% of the vote to
account for fraud,” Scott Walker, then the governor of Wisconsin, said in a 2014 interview with The
Weekly Standard. “One or two points, potentially.”

Rank-and-file Republicans had already been marinating in 16 years of concentrated propaganda about
the prevalence of voter fraud by the time Donald Trump claimed, in 2016, that Hillary Clinton had won
the popular vote with millions of illegal ballots. If Republican voters today are quick to believe baroque
conspiracy theories about fabricated and stolen votes, then it has quite a lot to do with the words and
actions of a generation of mainstream Republican politicians who refused to accept that a Democratic
majority was a legitimate majority.

The narrative of fraud and election theft that spurred the mob that stormed the Capitol would be
unintelligible without the work of the Republican Party, which inculcated this idée fixe in its voters.
“Stop the Steal” wasn’t a Trump innovation as much as it was a new spin on an old product line that,
even after the violence on January 6, Republicans are still selling.
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Quantum computer revolution must
include women
We are largely missing out on the talents of half of the population
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The discovery of quantum mechanics in the early 20th century spawned a revolution that tore through
scientific disciplines with abandon. It helped to explain, among many other things, the structure of the
atom; the periodic nature of the elements in chemistry; and why some solids conduct electricity while
others do not. Armed with this foundational knowledge, scientists and engineers developed transistors,
which were assembled into integrated circuits, which became the central architectural elements of
sophisticated processors of information.

Computers initially filling up entire buildings and cost many millions of dollars; now they fit
comfortably fit into the pocket of a teenager. Our understanding of light and subsequent invention of
the laser led to fiber optic networks, satellite communication and the physical underpinnings of the
global internet. Physicists do not use the term “revolution” lightly.

Now, scientists and engineers are excited about a “second quantum revolution,” one whose impact
could potentially eclipse the first. An outgrowth of our quest to understand and control quantum
behavior has given rise to remarkable developments—the idea of a “quantum computer,” and a
“quantum internet.” Quantum computers can solve certain types of problems exponentially faster than
ordinary computers. If a sufficiently powerful quantum computer can be built, it could factor numbers
(e.g., 15 = 3 x 5) faster than any known supercomputer. This “quantum party trick” could completely
undermine the encryption schemes currently used to send information securely over the internet. And
if a quantum internet can be built, it could completely replace these insecure communication protocols
with ones whose reliability are governed by the laws of quantum mechanics—the ultimate rules of our
universe.

The race to develop these quantum technologies is global. China has already demonstrated a
“quantum satellite” that can transmit video over a quantum-secure channel. Spooked by this “Sputnik
moment,” the U.S. quickly launched a National Quantum Initiative, which recently celebrated its
second birthday. Other initiatives include the European Quantum Flagship program and a major
quantum computing effort in Australia.

However, we are losing ground in the race to develop these technologies, in part because of a highly
limited pool of trained scientists and engineers. Why? There are many reasons, including restrictions of
international STEM talent, but a glaring omission is what I call the “factor of two” problem. Physics,
computer science and engineering have only about 20 percent of degree recipients identifying as
women for the last decade. We are largely missing out on the talents of half of the population.

Many theories have been put forward for the low representation of women in these disciplines in the
U.S. But a major reason is the chilly climate and culture. I am a woman physicist. I know firsthand what
it is like to be part of the “physics culture.” When I attended college in India, I was one of nine women
out of 500, the same ratio as Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg when she attended Harvard Law School. I
worked hard, excelled, and applied to graduate schools in America, the land of milk and honey, where
surely the situation would be improved. To my dismay, I learned on the first day that I was the only
woman in a class of 36.

Looking beyond my own circumstances, the entire field of physics has always been permeated by the
mythology of brilliant men making incredible discoveries. And it is true—men did make the vast
majority of them. But who encouraged women to pursue physics in a serious way? The culture of
physics is steeped in stereotypes about who belongs and who can excel. Hit TV shows such as The Big
Bang Theory perpetuate the male-dominated culture of physics to this day.

Physicists, when told about the need to improve the climate and culture in their discipline, often deny
that there is a problem to begin with. Some argue that physics is an objective science—those who are
interested will show up and pursue it, and those who don’t show up aren’t interested. There is also the
stereotype that you are either good at it or not. Why should the culture be blamed if very few women
survive the rigors of a physics career? Those who never showed up or those who quit must not be
deeply committed, or capable.

These views are not just harmful; they’re not true. I know firsthand of the challenges women experience
in physics, on a daily basis. We are talked over by the male peers. Our ideas are dismissed, unless the
same ideas are articulated by a male peer. I have heard the stories of countless women physicists
describe the cold blank look of their male colleagues when they run into them in the corridors and
coffee rooms, which reinforces the feeling that they do not belong in physics. These personal
experiences and interactions are fully corroborated by large-scale surveys conducted by the American
Institute of Physics.

My own research shows the impacts of stereotypes about who belongs and who can excel in physics. My
research has found, for example, that women who receive an A grade in a physics course have the same
self-efficacy about their own performance as men who earn a C grade. Feelings of self-efficacy are
important for determining whether an individual will want to have a physics-related career, regardless
of their performance.

My research also shows that women have a lower sense of belonging and they feel less recognized by
their physics instructors as people who can excel in physics. This lack of recognition is more likely to
drive women out of physics, since they neither have role models, nor encouragement, nor an equal
sense of belonging and self-efficacy compared to their male counterparts.

What can we do to fix the culture of physics? First, we need to recognize that being complacent about
the status quo actively perpetuates the current culture that turns women away from science and
engineering disciplines. Positively recognizing students who are underrepresented—and not just
women—is particularly important, because insufficient encouragement has negatively impacted their
entry and retention in physics and related disciplines for decades. Instructors and research advisors
should have high expectations of all students, but they should not be parsimonious in providing micro-
affirmations to students whenever an opportunity arises and praise them for their effort instead of
brilliance or intelligence.

Building an inclusive and welcoming environment, being empathetic, learning students’ names,
offering mentoring, guidance and support for next steps that focus on individual student’s strengths,
interests and growth are all measures that can help in improving female students’ self-efficacy and
sense of belonging. Without explicit thought and action to appropriately recognize and support
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sense of belonging. Without explicit thought and action to appropriately recognize and support
students as people who can excel in physics, the gender gaps in self-efficacy and sense of belonging are
likely to persist. Also, established leaders our science and engineering communities should tackle
issues of bias or instances of microaggression head-on, rather than staying silent.

The culture change will unfortunately be a gradual process, which is inconvenient for a quantum
revolution. But it is never too late to embark upon this important task of improving the climate and
culture of physics and related disciplines that have prevented many women and other
underrepresented groups from contributing. If quantum computers can factor numbers of
unfathomable size, then surely the scientists and engineers who build them can handle a factor of two.
For the second quantum revolution to succeed, we need to make sure that women succeed.
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Temple fundraising reiterates RSS
Hindutva commitment
The organisation has put its strength behind the largest mass contact programme undertaken on the issue
since 1989 despite the impact of the pandemic

Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, JAN 13 2021, 17:31 IST UPDATED: JAN 13 2021, 17:31 IST|

This newspaper's report on 11 November 2020, that the Vishwa Hindu Parishad planned a fundraising
campaign spread over almost 45 days across India, for construction of Ram Temple in Ayodhya after
Makar Sankranti on January 14, evoked a sense of incredulity. At a time when pandemic-induced
uncertainty was raging, the economy was virtually stagnant, and crores of Indians had little idea of
what future held in store, what sense did it make to launch a drive that entailed mass contact in lakhs of
villages and interactions with several crore families across the county? If nothing else, it would only
aggravate risks of fresh spurt in Covid-19 cases.

Read | Foundation work of Ayodhya Ram temple to begin in January: Trust official

In the last week of December, the disbelief increased after reports surfaced that communal tensions
had been stoked in the sensitive Malwa region of western Madhya Pradesh after several rallies were
taken out to raise funds for the Ram temple. That these provocative marches were not taken out by
groups formally connected with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) did not seem to hold good
after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in the state condoned the high-handedness of the
districts administrations of Indore, Ujjain, Mandsaur and Dhar. Local officials, instead of taking action
against people participating in these marches, initiated action against Muslim residents of colonies
through which these processions had been permitted in the first instance.

Additionally, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan declared the intention of replicating the Uttar
Pradesh government's draconian UP Recovery of Damage to Public and Private Property Ordinance,
2020, that is ostensibly to take action against stone-pelters, but effectively is yet another tool to
browbeat minorities, especially Muslims.

The MP cabinet has already cleared its version of an anti-conversion law which aims to prevent inter-
faith marriages. Chouhan is now unambiguous in his pursuit of a hard Hindutva line, in contrast to his
moderate stance during his previous tenure. This indicates realisation among satraps that political
survival depends on the continued blessings of the central leadership and this can be ensured solely by
pursuing polarising policies.

RSS directive on fundraising

Last week the RSS convened a samanvay baithak, its bi-annual interaction among representatives of
more than 35 affiliates, including BJP, in Ahmedabad. Amazingly, the meeting, the first major post-
Covid RSS assembly, focussed on means of increasing influence of all affiliated organisations. As its first
strategy in this direction, it was decided to throw the weight of the entire Sangh Parivar behind the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad's fundraising programme that will continue till February 27.

This single-minded pursuit of its largest mass contact programme since 1989 is just one of the current
narratives on the Ayodhya issue, the single-most important factor behind the BJP rise from a peripheral
party with just two members in Lok Sabha, to one with majority of its own. The other is blurring of lines
between religion and state on the one hand and religious activity and political campaigns on the other
hand.

Also Read | Ram temple will make Ayodhya world's cultural capital: Seer

Technically, the call for funds from the general public was given by the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, formed by the government under directions from the Supreme Court. It is supposed to
function independent of the government. Yet it invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi to perform
‘Bhoomi Pujan’ on August 5 last year, an offer that was accepted post-haste, just as the invite to perform
the ground-breaking ceremony for the new Parliament building was agreed to. The latter bypassed the
President and paid no heed to Article 79 of the Indian Constitution, which specifies: "There shall be a
Parliament for the Union which shall consist of the President and two Houses...".

The prime minister being jajman (person performing a religious ritual) of these two events blurred the
lines between religion and the state. Even the fundraising drive will begin with VHP teams paying visits
to the President and the Prime Minister. The temple Trust's call for funds has actually been adopted by
the VHP and through it by the entire Sangh Parivar. This is evidence that a religious activity
(constructing the temple) is now indistinguishable from a political campaign (solidifying public support
of affiliated organisations). What makes the fundraising drive further perturbing is the declaration that
the objective is to better the previous campaign on which it is modelled.

New mass contact programme

It is pertinent to recall here that 1989 was the final 'take-off' year of the Ram temple agitation through
the Ram Shila Pujan/Yatras from September onward and the Shilanyas ritual, performed in Ayodhya on
9 November. The benefits of these accrued to the BJP which secured an astonishing 85 Lok Sabha seats
in that year's parliamentary polls. The biggest role in this spectacular rise of the BJP was played by the
Ram Shila Yatras, in which consecrated bricks that were specially inscribed with the words 'Shri Ram',
were taken out across India.

These yatras, which headed to Ayodhya, evoked 'nationalist devotionalism', as French social scientist
Christophe Jaffrelot termed it, and provoked major communal riots in several cities of India. Bhagalpur,
Kota, Badaun, and Indore (its history or Ayodhya-linked communal violence runs deep). The
fundraising campaign has potential to be more problematic than Ram Shila Yatras because
participation in the latter was a mass scale and consequently, voluntary. A person was free to just watch
processions go by and not necessarily join or make an offering. In the Temple fundraising drive, the
objective is to "contact 10 crore families" as the RSS sah-sarkaryavah, Krishna Gopal said.

Also Read | Ram Temple project likely to cost Rs 1,100 crore: Trust official

Gopal also declared at the end of the samanvay baithak that the RSS "expects" every Indian to
contribute at least ten rupees, but those from slightly more affluent families must donate Rs 100 to Rs
1,000. Undoubtedly, there will be fear if the campaign picks up in a big way that those who don’t
contribute, or don’t contribute sufficiently given their means, will be vilified and targeted.

Despite the outbreak of Covid-19 and the threat to life and economic security, the Sangh Parivar has
relentlessly pursued its objective to complete the construction of the temple to meet certain political
deadlines. The government's decision to lend full backing to this programme and not ask for the
postponement of such a massive mass-contact programme demonstrates the BJP's over-reliance on
Hindutva campaigns to retain support. It shows that for the government sustaining and increasing the
support of this regime depends chiefly on religiously-polarising campaigns and not governance
deliveries, opportunities for which are especially aplenty in the post-Covid world.

 

(Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay is a Delhi-based journalist and author. His latest book is RSS: Icons Of The
Indian Right. He has also written Narendra Modi: The Man, The Times (2013))

Disclaimer: The views expressed above are the author’s own. They do not necessarily reflect the views
of DH.
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