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Arecent resolution adopted by the United Nations and
proposed by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
declares 15 March as an International Day to combat
Islamophobia. It was adopted after two years of deliberation
and three years from the day that 50 Muslims were killed in a
terror attack on a mosque in New Zealand. The objective is to
mark on the calendar a yearly reminder to fight Islamophobia
across the world. This resolution, moved by Pakistan in the UN
General Assembly on behalf of the OIC, claims that,
“Islamophobia is a reality. Its manifestations—hate speech,
discrimination, and violence against Muslims—are proliferating
in several parts of the world."
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India’s permanent UN representative T.S. Tirumurti expressed
the country’s concern over a ‘phobia’ against one religion being
elevated to the level of an international day. He stated that
other forms exist of contemporary religiophobia, aimed at
Hindus, Buddhists and Sikhs as well. This resolution, he said,
would lead to multiple resolutions on phobias based on
selective religions. Such resolutions could divide the UN into
various religious groups, he added, and this one may set a
wrong precedent, since such phobias are not restricted to
Abrahamic faiths alone.

In this context, there arise some important questions. For
example, what is Islamophobia? How did it come into being?
Are there ways to measure it? How can the UN spread
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