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An icon ahead
of his tlme

N THE eyes of many Mil-
lennials, Mahatma Gandhi
would be seen as an uber-
influencer, followed by
global millions. In that pre-
Instagram- Twitter-social
media era, he shaped the most
inspiring and influential philosophy,
a way of life for the future.
When you look back at his life, after 150
years, his approach culs across £, Space,
conteat, culture, geography and the state of
development in a society. Albert Einstein
wiis prescient when he said that with future
generations, few would believe that such a
mun - in fesh and blood - had walked
amongst us on the hee of the earth. Gandhl
was ghead of his time and he still remaing
ahead even today, His relevance today is
immensely important, but unfortunately,
there is more Iip service m Crandhi's philos-
ophy thun ac to imbibe ard em-
late it in our hws In that sense, we remain
hopeful that a society will emerge in the
future, where we will not just eelebrate
unniversares, but really connedt to Gand-
hian ideals n society, politics, and culture.
Gandhi was the tallest among the leaders
of his time. It is only falr to say that we had
other prominent leaders including, Pt Jawa-
hml:uNehru Dr Rajendra Prasad, Dr BR
Ambedkar, Bardar Vallabh Bhai Patel,
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, C Raja-
gopalachari and many others who Iaid the
foundations of the Republic. Today, we need
such lnmmﬁ individuals in all walks of life.
While Gan led from the front,
there were others who
influentinl role in the
movement, In fact, some ol
those leaders m.mgn.cd on
different aspects ol the evo-
lution of the freedom move-
ment, But they were united

nm& personal integrity and
r vision of nation budld-

ment and dedication to the larger
cause of India's freedom.

Another extroordinary trait of Mahatma
Gandhi was his ability to focus on things
that were impaortant to society. While he was
deeply committed to achieving independ-
ence and resisting laws that were diserimi-
natory, he also worked towards empower-
ing Indians to pursue the ideals of
cleanliness. He ki it ms n philosophy st his
ashram and inspired others for enabling
clean environment in their communities.
This was not just physical cleanliness, but

iritual uplifment as well. This is now also

@ vision of our PM for a Swachh Bharat,
that India pursues these noble gonls. That
was Gandhl's aspiration and made |t a part
ofhis life. He believed in simple, but sustain-
able Eving, which ks a precursor for address-
ing the environmental concerns we have
today. It was the basls of Gandhi's deeper
sense of equity and soclal justice.
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was that his political philosophy inspired
many other movements, not just against
coloniglism and a wid. Generntions of
leaders in the 50s and 60s saw Gandhl as a
powerful aotor in their imagination.

E ALSO deeply influenced
the Civil Rights Movement
ii-r‘:m'tihn 1;::[:-.3 hE; Martin
er famously
acknowledged that
Gandhi was his ideal in the movement
nst discrimination and segregation.
is unique about both of them was how
they could link the progressive dimensions
of religion and fiith into politics nnd gained
indomitable strength from it. They could
appenl to the masses and galvanise their
soclal consciousness to a higher ideal.
Gandhi and Dr. King could anpﬁmth reli-
gion in &n em]:lﬂwe&nu manner to advance
tolerance and non- \rluhnce

A number of ¥ :nmg:r t influenced
by violence and t! level of tolerance to
deal with many lssues that confront sock
ety has diminished. This is a message
they get out of political cultures
where powerful interests and
coun , at times, feel that vio-
lence can be used to legitimise

their actions. We need to instill

and infuse a deeper sense of
non-violence and acceptability
of the other. We must move
away from notions which lmit
our acceptance of others, When
you embrace pluralism and cele-
brate diversity, you are not just toler-
ating the different and the other, but
accepting and celebrating it. This is cruclal
fior India and the world at large. Diversity is
particularly part of our civic and political
culture. We also need to develop 'ﬂn::‘ﬁet
values in the nesd to encourage gen
and a rmhlr‘e?é.gf:ﬁnh Gandhi ﬂ!.l'l'.l.l‘.lll.lil&'
talked about trusteeship, People
with means are essentially trustees and it is
their responsibility to contribute for the
next generation. Today it translates as cor-
porate philanthropy.

Gandhi has indeed given powerful founda-
tions for the future of humanity. Every
aspect of his philosophy is relevant today
and as we celebrate his 150th anniversary,
we should aspire to bring some of those
ideals to our approach to imstitution
building and nation building,
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