
Indians in London.indd   3 26/06/20   4:03 pm



BLOOMSBURY INDIA
Bloomsbury Publishing India Pvt. Ltd

Second Floor, LSC Building No. 4, DDA Complex, Pocket C – 6 & 7,
Vasant Kunj New Delhi 110070

BLOOMSBURY, BLOOMSBURY INDIA and the Diana logo are trademarks of 
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

This edition published 2020

Copyright © Arup K. Chatterjee
Cover Images © Top: Second Session of the Indian Round Table Conference, See Illustrations, 

No. 25; Bottom: Photograph by Coombesy, courtesy of Pixabay.

Arup K. Chatterjee has asserted his right under the Indian Copyright Act to be identified as the 
Author of this work

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or any information 

storage or retrieval system, without the prior permission in writing from the publishers

Bloomsbury Publishing Plc does not have any control over, or responsibility for, any third-party 
websites referred to or in this book. All internet addresses given in this book were correct at the 

time of going to press. The author and publisher regret any inconvenience caused if addresses have 
changed or sites have ceased to exist, but can accept no responsibility for any such changes

ISBN: 9789389449181; PB: 9789389449174; eBook: 9789389449198

2 4  6  8  10  9  7  5  3  1

Typeset in Adobe Garamond Pro by Manipal Technologies Limited
Printed and bound in India

Bloomsbury Publishing Plc makes every effort to ensure that the papers used in the manufacture of 
our books are natural, recyclable products made from wood grown in well-managed forests. Our 

manufacturing processes conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

To find out more about our authors and books visit www.bloomsbury.com and  
sign up for our newsletters

Indians in London.indd   4 26/06/20   4:03 pm



Contents

Illustrations� xix
Acknowledgements� xxvii
Note to the Reader� xxxi
Shadows of London� xxxiii

A Chronicle Foretold� 1

Act I—What Trade Art Thou� 71
	 Scene I	 The Baptism� 73
	 Scene II	 Brewing a Colony in a Tea Cup� 79
	 Scene III	 An Indian Fish, Dead or Alive� 91

Act II—Lays of Little Bengal� 101
	 Scene I	 An Armenian in the City� 103
	 Scene II	 The Orient Arrives 	�  117
	 Scene III	 From an Indian Harem to a London Tavern� 131
	 Scene IV	 Nurseries for Nabobs� 139
	 Scene V	 For the Sake of Mahomet� 149

act iii—Begums, Baboos, Seamen and Spirits� 163
	 Scene I	 Married to Empire� 165
	 Scene II	 Ragtag of the Raj� 177
	 Scene III	 Scent of Steam� 199
	 Scene IV	 The Baboos’ Last Sigh� 209

Indians in London.indd   17 26/06/20   4:04 pm



act iv—A Nation Known by Stage� 229
	 Scene I	 City of Counsellors and Clients� 231
	 Scene II	 Trains of Fact and Folklore� 241
	 Scene III	 Raising the Bar� 251
	 Scene IV	 A House of Uncommons� 275
	 Scene V	 A Theatre of Theatres� 283

act v—Defending the Island� 303
	 Scene I	 Jewel in the Crown� 305
	 Scene II	 The Spirit and the Spectre� 325
	 Scene III	 The League of a Nation� 347
	 Scene IV	 Between the Ink and the Deep Sea� 375
	 Scene V	 If Empire Be the Love of Food� 391

End Notes� 411
References� 433
Index� 483
About the Author � 510

xviii	 contents

Indians in London.indd   18 26/06/20   4:04 pm


