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Summary

This blog post proposes a niche conjecture that the ancient Baluchi regions or the
pre-Harappan sites, along with Mesopotamia, served as trade and cultural
intermediaries between the Indus Valley and ancient Crete (present-day Crete in
Greece). This hypothesis is grounded in the visual similarities observed among
heritage objects excavated from these site-outs.

Preface

The Greek and Roman Art section of The Metropolitan Museum of Art hosts two
intriguing objects, associated with the Minoan civilisation - a Bronze Age
civilisation, named after the legendary King Minos. These objects include a Bronze
Bull statuette and a set of Bronze double-axe heads. The former, associated with
the Late Minoan period (ca. 1400-1200 BCE), is thought to represent a remnant of
Minoan religious practice. The latter (ca. 1700-1450 BCE), likewise imbued with
ritual significance, may have been used in votive offerings.

Archeological efforts have uncovered double-axe heads in association with female
figurines and have also revealed the presence of double-axe motifs close to a
prominent female figure - often interpreted as a goddess - on Minoan frescoes and
seal impressions. Within Minoan iconography, this female figurine is frequently
linked with scenes of natural abundance, implying her role in sustaining life and
fertility. As such, theorists have argued that the double-axe could be considered an
attribute of the Goddess - representing her power over vegetation and fertility.


https://www.metmuseum.org/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/252412
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/252412
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/252389
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.2307/497531
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.2307/497531

Furthermore, the bull and the double-axe heads are interpreted in tandem too,
following proposals that have identified double axes as a sacred ritual instrument
for bull sacrifice.

Interestingly, the Minoan iconography is also entwined with sporadic evidence for
Minoan (maritime) trade routes - extending eastwards. The discovery of Cretan
pottery, associated with the Middle Minoan II and Middle Minoan III periods, in
Egypt and along the Syrian coast further bolsters the maritime trade claim. As the
traded goods moved along the route, the Cretan visual imagery most likely evolved
alongside, local artistic traditions. The bull motif appears in this region as well,
though depicted with wings - a feature characteristic of Mesopotamian composite
creatures.

The Minoan Axes, Goddess and Bull & the Indus Valley

Miles away from the island of Crete, there is sporadic evidence for double-axe
motifs on seals (C-23 seal A & a) - excavated from Chanhu-Daro, a site inhabited in
the 3rd millennium BCE and located approximately three kilometres from the
Indus River (see Figure 1). In addition to the excavated seals, Parpola (2008)
highlighted the presence of a double-axe motif on one of the Copper Tablets -
excavated from Mohenjodaro, another major Indus Valley site in present-day
Pakistan. While establishing a direct connection between these Indus axe motifs
and their Minoan counterparts may be an arduous endeavour, due to the lack of
written texts, the visual similarities suggest the possibility of intercultural
exchange - midway at Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq and parts of Kuwait, along
with parts of Syria, Turkey, and Iran). Mesopotamia serves as the most likely hub
of intercultural mixing due to its strategic geographical position - linking the
Aegean region with South Asia.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3303&context=etd
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3303&context=etd
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3252760.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3252760.pdf
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/35623660/Barrett_JMA_2009-libre.pdf?1416314664=&response-content-disposition=inline;+filename=The_Perceived_Value_of_Minoan_and_Minoan.pdf&Expires=1759240423&Signature=UMzTdLoGfelK7aQ3X0m1SL3qOErX5FY2~hwR7iQ~Tc8KCNbkcBwtpt~HxSIxpetGpi1XORylqdqnKkjftkHDKi7~kEPihO~2zohQ4vN2c5aZXPZZgHbW~3u2gnCjAcJ26vg3uPNMtYhdsX8FY-76KsB6YSrFztZ8dwZ3Sn8mKaUiAxhw-Eq7Tk2jflu4y15SpypdPiJtJlS0nHvZMWEM8GqN1zK2oIXIdnLb-tBlyCH0o4feu3gB3NeN78ZBtdJTbVmX2Kj6fENfkIxdx0ctx6wYRLnyCD-PfMS4TJCn4MM19CHX774itCKNOoRVbVKNNJBTBLIfVsxdN1JIeGhHBg__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/38078927/e_idd_human_headed_winged_bull-libre.pdf?1435913100=&response-content-disposition=inline;+filename=human_headed_winged_bull_aladlammu.pdf&Expires=1760876560&Signature=OgUFpBOOKF7PqvNYiqEAo7TaG2hfzqa6OMHy5Io1yvHE8kAFKq1~~2ldmlU805tXe8GiU93LX-yhy1AV7eElggxjqUypb8iNIk95qKhW2-18h42kUQYdVkD5MDr0NCN~ZkI1A9vO2jxUwE~J5HZTSc-b3I8Xu-jnnQXTnkAS5afv-yfP72Acbd622QovkR4YAbEBPTQcewHeLwQRCy~Ead7CiFtXrpv~OxEJRnLN5zcaS7lN80O6C-JYeeyPhRkEOFxUN2V2FdbEIBoeR~vr6~xBZ0Mp4Mf8HnA55SS6Fiy5FfGOM5lhyAIwhiakdGPQAJVUOVY8u3ubzFs1c~9xVQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francois-Desset/publication/330662426/figure/fig8/AS:719612543000577@1548580408296/Seal-C-23-Chanhu-Daro-From-Joshi-and-Parpola-1987-C-23-A-B-a-in-pp133-375.ppm
https://tuhat.helsinki.fi/ws/portalfiles/portal/127257447/Parpola_A_2008._Copper_tablets_from_Mohenjo_daro._ECL_During_Caspers_Vol.pdf
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Further away from the Indus Valley sites and eastwards, there have been other
discoveries of copper and silver antiquities (or the Copper Hoard objects) from the
land between the two rivers - Ganges and Yamuna. This region is also known as
the Indian Ganges-Yamuna Doab of the Northern part of India. The discovery of
these objects, which bear resemblance to those from the Harappan regions, lends
weight to the proposal that the hoard objects may have been produced by groups
who may have travelled eastwards, following the decline of the Harappan
civilisation. The most striking parallel is the discovery of double axe heads paired
with copper anthropomorphs, often deciphered as female fertility figures or
prototypes of Mother Goddess (see, Figure 2). Besides, there are notable
similarities in the prevalence of bulls in both Minoan Crete and the Indus Valley
civilisation, as well as in the sacred interpretation attached to bulls across both
regions.


https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/antiquity/article/abs/prehistoric-copper-hoards-in-the-ganges-basin/D0014854113F8206E98E037823E31054
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/29757261.pdf?casa_token=HJGJ2I2doYwAAAAA:l9mE1cNMqt0ilX-zecnOOyKSdEKM0yglgmiGY2tdT61EBSTxPdt5JjmMX1rpjkeah3Gs4x4MBjbElMTSv6B464LA5dirk0-jJroIoa4PTs5AYRIxoEgF
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Pre-Indus Sites - Baluchi Cultures

Whilst the Copper Hoard finds represent the easternmost extensions of post-
Harappan material traditions, it is equally important to consider the western
peripheries of the Indus cultural sphere. The Baluchi cultures of present-day
Baluchistan - encompassing sites like Zhob, Quetta, Nal, and Kulli - offer a
complementary perspective. Chronologically, these agricultural settlements arose
more than 3,000 years before the major settlements of the Indus Valley
Civilisation. As such, these sites may be regarded as pre-Harappan in nature.

An intriguing aspect of the Baluchi cultures lies in their material finds, which bear
motifs reminiscent of sacred Minoan symbols - double-axe heads, bulls, and
figurines of the Great Mother Goddess. For instance, two vessels - associated with
the Nal tradition - exhibit double-axe motifs (see, Figure 3). Other excavated finds
include bull figurines and female figurines from the Zhob Valley - Zhob Mother
Goddess. While tracing direct connections between Baluchi material heritage and
the Minoan iconography remains cumbersome, theorists have underscored trade


https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24966394.pdf?casa_token=ke2tKVTNBaEAAAAA:58qDNKi4gX-hvpO3wsjMTEGNlIi8ANP869g27Sn_gkZKdk7GUT3Z1JQ2aX8LtdReplhyN_LLAn_3Jp5ud7Q38vjUcQpP1Z1IXwv8oWazrv6gbQYCRP0p
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/26595361.pdf?casa_token=y_spBj9p61kAAAAA:2SdVTDNfa0DPd2AyP8sQBcLj3iX_Nq_0RunMnc63b9MgPnvhHBGy8_39fESIEID_YN72iCEcLyrAl5Oc5XRNX0vtMa0Etapy7ubiRaCjuMOkVY6RYpl6
https://www.google.co.in/books/edition/History_of_Civilizations_of_Central_Asia/GXzycd3dT9kC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Nal+tradition+++double-axe+motifs&pg=PA247&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.in/books/edition/History_of_Civilizations_of_Central_Asia/GXzycd3dT9kC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Nal+tradition+++double-axe+motifs&pg=PA247&printsec=frontcover
https://scholar.googleusercontent.com/scholar?q=cache:u4SVxbaCiaQJ:scholar.google.com/+Ul+Ain,+Qurat.+2021.+%E2%80%9CThe+Hakra+Cultural+Horizon+in+the+Greater+Indus+Valley.%E2%80%9D+Universit%C3%A0+Ca'+Foscari+Venezia.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5

and cultural interactions - linking Central Asia, the Persian Gulf and Baluchistan.
Taken together, the evidence from Ancient Crete, the Ganges-Yamuna Doab and
the Baluchi cultures underscores the existence of sacred and material continuities
spanning the Bronze Age world.
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Conclusion

As visitors at The MET Museum marvel at the ancient Minoan artworks and
artefacts, they may not decipher the Minoan heritage as a part of a cultural
continuum between the West and the East. But the excavated finds - bearing visual
similarities - demands further deliberations about this continuum, including the
lesser-investigated Baluchi cultures.
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